
WILKINS  TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
ADDITIONAL STATED MEETING, MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 2008 
 
The Additional Stated Meeting of Monday, January 28, 2008 was brought to order by 
President William Wilson at  7:05 PM.  A quorum was present as follows: 
 
  Mr. Wilson    Mr. Padula 
  Mr. Costa        Mr. Szoko   Ms. Fialla  
 
(8-31) MOVED COSTA-PADULA to approve the minutes of the Reorganization 

Meeting and the Regular Meeting of January 7, 2008.  The motion was adopted 
by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Citizens’ Comments: 
 
Mr. John Hanlon of 281 Penhurst Drive questioned information included in the recently 
released Township newsletter relative to the Hearn lawsuit.  He also questioned whether 
or not the Township paid the deductible on the Hearn matter  in October of 2006, as the 
minutes of that meeting seem to  reflect.  Ms. Bradley stated that the deductible in the 
Hearn matter was paid at the time of the  signing of the settlement agreement.  If a  
deductible was paid in October of 2006, it would have been in the Guthrie matter.  She 
will check the minutes. 
 
Mr. James Dick of 815 Elizabeth Street questioned whether or not Mr. Matta’s fees were 
included in the $10,000 that was paid in the Hearn matter.  Mr. Matta stated  that they 
were not.  In regard to the Hearn Case, if the Township’s liability in the Hearn case was 
only $5,000, why did the Township pay $10,000? 
 
Chief Keith D. Guthrie of 100 Larchwood Drive requested that the Board provide him 
with a copy of a policy that he had been requesting for several months.  Mr. Matta stated 
that the Chief’s request was a matter of personnel and could not be discussed at the public 
meeting and would need to be discussed  in executive session.  Chief Guthrie was 
speaking as the Chief of  Police of Wilkins Township, relative to a policy that affects his 
employment. 
 
Correspondence: 
 

1. Mrs. Bradley read correspondence from the American Eagle Outfitter Tour of 
Pennsylvania advising the Board that a professional cycling Race will pass 
through the Brown  Avenue corridor of  Wilkins Township on June 28, 2008 
between 12:00 and 2:00 and requesting that the Township  authorize the execution 
of a Letter of Agreement indemnifying the Commonwealth of Pennslylvania  and 
the Department of Transportation.  Mr. Matta indicated that he has read and does 
approve of the Letter of Agreement and the Board may act upon it, if it so 
chooses. 

 
(8-32) MOVED PADULA-COSTA to authorize the appropriate officials to execute a 

Letter of Agreement between the Township of Wilkins, American Eagle  
Outfitters Tour of Pennsylvania, the  Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the  
Department of Transportation to have the 2008 event pass through the Township 
and fully indemnifying  and saving harmless the Commonwealth of 
Transportation.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
2. Mrs. Bradley read correspondence received from the 2008 Relay for Life advising 

that a planning meeting will be held on Monday, February 11, 2008 at the Penn 
Hills Municipal Building beginning at 6:00 PM. 

 
3. Mrs. Bradley read correspondence from the Wilkins Township Democratic 

Committee requesting the use of the auditorium on January 31, 2008 and April 
17, 2008 from 7:00 PM until 9:00 PM. 
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(8-33) MOVED FIALLA-PADULA to authorize the Wilkins Township Democratic 

Committee to use the auditorium on January 31st and  April 17th from 7:00  PM 
until 9:00 PM  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(8-34) MOVED COSTA-PADULA to approve  the schedule of bills in the amount of 

$138,369.62.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote 
 
At the last meeting, Resolution #1-2008 was introduced to the Board of Commissioners.  
This resolution authorized the donation of several Township vehicles to the Salvation 
Army.  After discussion, Resolution #1-2008 was tabled to permit the Solicitor to review 
it further.  Since that  time, the Public Works Superintendent has advised that he is now 
ready to advertise two (2) Dump  Trucks and a Tar Kettle for sale.  In addition, Chief 
Guthrie has advised that the 1995 Jeep is no longer  of useful value to the Police 
Department.   Therefore, Mrs. Bradley recommends that the Board of Commissioners 
consider placing an ad for the sale of all of the vehicles – those included in Resolution #1 
as well as the additional vehicles and equipment discussed this evening.  
 
(8-35) MOVED PADULA-COSTA to terminate the discussion of Resolution #1-2008.  

The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
(8-36) MOVED PADULA-COSTA  to authorize the manager to advertise the following 

vehicles/equipment for sale:  1998 Crown Victoria, 1985 Ford  F-700 4x4 Dump 
Truck with snowplow and salt  spreader, 1990 GMC Topkick 4x4 Dump Truck 
with snow plow  and salt spreader, 2001 Ford Crown Victoria,  1996 Ford 4x4 
Explorer, 1989 Western  Industries Tar Kettle and 1995 Jeep.  These items are to 
be advertised in the Woodland Hills Progress, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and 
Auto/Truck Trader.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(8-37) MOVED FIALLA-COSTA to appoint Mr. Robert J. Tomasic to the position of 

auditor for the year 2008.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2-2008 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WILKINS, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, APPOINTING ROBERT J. TOMASIC AS AUDITOR FOR THE 
TOWNSHIP. 
 
(8-38) MOVED FIALLA-PADULA to read  Resolution #2-2008. 
 
(8-39) MOVED PADULA-COSTA to adopt Resolution #2-2008. 
 
Motions 8-38 and 8-39 were adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
(8-40) MOVED PADULA-COSTA to approve the applications for Act 202 Tax 

Abatements,  in accordance with Ordinance No. 979 for the following  properties:  
1642 Vinesiean Place and  1645 Vinesiean Place.  The motion was adopted by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(8-41) MOVED COSTA-PADULA to  authorize  the manager to advertise for a public 

hearing on the proposed sidewalk ordinance  recommended by the Planning 
Commission.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(8-42) MOVED PADULA-FIALLA to authorize the Planning Commission to select a 

consultant for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners for the purpose of 
aiding the Planning Commission in rezoning of  Greensburg Pike, Larimer 
Avenue and the Jefferson Heights area.  The motion was adopted by unanimous 
roll call vote. 
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(8-43) MOVED PADULA-COSTA to approve the request of George Porado, Tax 

Collector, for exoneration from  the collection of 2007 Delinquent Real Estate 
Tax in the amount of $41,879.57.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call 
vote. 

 
(8-44) MOVED SZOKO-COSTA to authorize  the  Solicitor to prepare an ordinance 

amending Chapter 65, Section 12, Paragraph A of the Wilkins Township Codified 
Book of Ordinances.   The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(8-45) MOVED PADULA-FIALLA to authorize the manager to apply  to the Local 

Government Academy for an intern through their internship program for the 
following projects:  Records maintenance  and disposition, GIS layer for property  
violations and variances; comparison of Sewer Authority records with EIT  tax 
blotters.  The motion was adopted by  a 4-1 vote with Mr. Szoko voting “NO”. 

 
(8-46) MOVED COSTA-FIALLA to accept the recommendation of the Manager to hold 

committee meetings for Public Safety, Public Works  and Finance on the 2nd 
Wednesday of  each  month, as advertised.  The motion was adopted by 
unanimous roll call vote.  

 
(8-47) MOVED COSTA-FIALLA to reject the proposal submitted by Cohen Law Group 

to perform contract negotiations between Wilkins Township and Comcast Cable.  
The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(8-48) MOVED FIALLA-COSTA to accept the recommendation of the Recreation 

Advisory Board appointing Sylvia Martinelli to the Recreation Advisory Board.  
The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(8-49) MOVED FIALLA-COSTA to accept the recommendation of the Recreation 

Advisory Board, approving a budget for the Easter Egg Hunt party of $1,700.00  
The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(8-50) MOVED FIALLA-COSTA to authorize the Manager to sign an agreement with 

Sadecky’s Puppets for the provision of services at the Easter Egg Hunt for 
$550.00  as recommended by the Recreation Advisory Board, contingent upon  
the review and approval of the Solicitor.  The motion was adopted by unanimous 
roll call vote. 

 
(8-51) MOVED  FIALLA-COSTA  to accept the recommendation of the Recreation 

Advisory Board and the manager opening an account at PNC Bank – for deposit 
only.  The motion was adopted by a 4-1 vote with Mr. Padula “ABSTAINING” 
(employee of PNC) 

 
(8-52)  MOVED PADULA-COSTA to authorize the attendance of Elected   Officials at      

the Turtle Creek Valley Council of Governments 37th  Annual Membership and 
Institution of Officers dinner at the  Churchill Valley Country Club on February 
29, 2008 at a cost of $50.00 per participant.  The motion was adopted by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 

(8-53 MOVED PADULA-COSTA to authorize the manager to attend a DCNR Grants 
Workshop at the Cranberry Sheraton Inn on February 21st from 9AM until 12 PM 
at no cost.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Mr. Wilson appointed the following individuals to the Community Center Committee.  
Mr. Joseph Costa, Mr. Bill Macko, Mr. Davis from the Senior Citizens Group and Mrs. 
Sylvia Martinelli from the Century Club. 
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Commissioners’ Comments: 
 
Mr. Padula stated that he is glad that both the local newspaper and the Township 
newsletter included the information regarding contacting Duquesne  Light when street 
lights are out  and again notified Chief Guthrie that there are still street lights out on 
Brown Avenue.  Chief Guthrie stated that his  officers are unable to locate these lights.  
Mr. Padula said that he would be glad to show them where they are located.  
 
Mr. Szoko questioned whether the Board was okay with including Chief Guthrie in future 
Public Safety Committee meetings and also questioned whether the Manager had given 
the policy that the Chief was requesting to him.  Mr. Szoko was advised that these were 
personnel issues and should  be discussed in executive session.  Mr. Szoko went on to say 
that he believes in fiscal responsibility and has that type of philosophy.  He introduced 
what he called GPA – Goals, Plan, Action.  He said that his goal is to not raise taxes in 
2009.  In an attempt to facilitate that his plan is fiscal frugality.  He wants every 
department to stay 20% below their budget.  He wants the Township to stick to 
maintenance items only and avoid new projects.  He had previously asked for some ideas 
for raising  revenues.  He has two ideas.  First, he wants the manager to apply for grants.  
He distributed a copy  of a newsletter to all members of the Board and the manager 
regarding DEP grants that were  awarded to various communities in December for 
recycling equipment.  He believes that we need to  apply for one grant per week.  Mrs. 
Bradley reminded Mr. Szoko that she has no problem with applying for grants, but she 
needs to know what she is applying for.  She cannot apply for grants to supplant the 
general fund budget.  Typically, grants are used to finance new projects and/or initiatives 
and typically involve matching funds.  Mr. Szoko then stated that he believes another 
way  to save money is to allow employees to use compensatory time instead of overtime.  
Mrs. Bradley stated that this was an issue that could very well lead to an FLSA claim and 
should be discussed in executive session.  Finally, Mr. Szoko  stated that his goal is to 
perform above the expectation of the Taxpayers. 
 
Ms. Fialla extended her sympathies to the Packowski family on the loss of Mr. 
Packowski and thanked everyone for attending the meetings.  She also congratulated and 
thanked Mr. Hill for all of his hard work and congratulated Mr. Tomasic on his 
appointment as auditor.  The next meeting of the Board of Commissioners is scheduled 
for February 11, 2008. 
 
Mr. Costa thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and thanked Mr. Macko for 
accepting Mr. Wilson’s appointment of him to the Community Center project. 
 
Mr. Wilson thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and announced that following 
adjournment, the Board would be meeting in executive session briefly to discuss 
correspondence presented to them immediately prior to the meeting by members of the 
Wage Policy   Committee and the Employee Maintenance Committee. 
 

8-54   MOVED FIALLA-PADULA to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
The motion was adopted by unanimous  roll call vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rebecca Bradley 
Secretary 
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