
WILKINS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
REGULAR MEETING, MONDAY, APRIL 11, 2005 
 
The Regular Meeting of Monday, April 11, 2005 was brought to order at 7:00 PM by 
President William G. Wilson.  A quorum was present as follows: 
 
  Mr. Wilson   Mrs. Martinelli 
  Mr. Greco       Mr. Padula       Ms. Fialla 
 
(5-76) MOVED PADULA-FIALLA to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 

Monday, March 14, 2005, as presented.  The motion was adopted by unanimous 
roll call vote. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Norine Kelly, Turtle Creek Valley Council of Governments:  Requesting that the 
Township submit letters to their Federal Legislators supporting the continuation of 
CDBG Funds in their current format.  Also, the Township received correspondence from 
the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Commissioners requesting the same. 
 
Peter Colangelo, Manager, Penn Hills:  Requesting the participation of the Township in 
an Eastern Communities Meeting/Workshop to be held on May 19, 2005 at the Comfort 
Inn on Rodi Road.  
 
Joan Gottlieb, Churchill Area Environmental Council:  Requesting a donation of $45.00 
from the Township toward a graduation award for Cassandra Watson of 305 Barclay 
Avenue, Forest Hills, a student at Woodland Hills High School, who has made a 
significant contribution to environmental conservation/improvement in the local area. 
 
(5-77) MOTION MARTINELLI-GRECO  authorizing the donation of $45.00 to the 

Churchill Area Environmental Council.  The motion was adopted by unanimous 
roll call vote. 

 
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 
 
Cheryl Stanton of 103 Peffer Road questioned why it was not necessary for all home 
sales to have an occupancy inspection. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
President Wilson requested that Mr. McKeever present the Engineering report.  Mr. 
McKeever reported on the following subjects, which are included in his written report:  
Recommendation to award Contract A-05 to Hydrotechnical for dye testing and camera 
work; Update on the Ivy Street Bridge; Update on the Straley Bridge; discussion of 
FEMA funding; Announcement that the notice to proceed has been issued to Tresco 
Paving for the 2005 Street Paving Program and Tresco is expected to commence work on 
Monday, April 18, 2005. 
 
(5-78) MOVED GRECO-FIALLA to accept the recommendation of the Engineer, 

awarding Contract A-05 to Hydrotechnical for dye testing and camera work as 
required by the Consent Order and Agreement in the amount of $39,250.72.  The 
motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(5-79) MOVED GRECO-PADULA to waive the  reading of all other reports.  The 

motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
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Chief Guthrie’s Police Report for March 2005: 
 
Total police calls logged     278 
Total criminal offenses reported      39 
Criminal arrests/persons charged      21 
Criminal offenses cleared       24 
Traffic citations issued       45 
Parking tags issued         12 
Parking citations issued         3 
Total monies collected – March 2005             $  4,203.02 
 
The Department of Public Works Report for March 2005 can be found, filed in the 
Manager’s office. 
 
WTVFD #1 reported the following:  January 2005: 14 fires; 3 practices; 3 special and 1 
work detail – Total monthly man hours 311.25.  February 2005: 6 fires; 2 practices and 1 
meeting – Total monthly man hours 123.  March 2005:  9 fires and 2 practices – Total 
monthly man hours 114. 
 
WTVFD #3 reported the following:  March 2005:  6 fires, man hours 9.41.  1 training 
session, man hours 25.  25 Activities, man hours 795.5. 
 
There were four permits issued for additions and alterations, two demolitions, one flag 
pole, one gas station and one sign. 
 
The total amount of deed transfer tax received by the Township from Allegheny County 
for the month of March 2005 was $1,511.65. 
 
Tax Collector’s Report for March 2005: 
 
Balance collectable – beginning of month    $ 1,284,631.98 
Less face collections for month           260,370.65 
Balance collectable          1,024,261.33 
Face amount of collections            260,370.65 
Less discounts                  5,207.60 
Total cash collected             255,163.05 
 
PAMS – Act 511 Tax Report 
 
EARNED INCOME TAXES 
Current Month  $22,282.03 Previous Year   $28,979.53 Difference 
Current YTD               119,769.00 Previous YTD   112,929.24    $ 6,839.76 
 
OCCUPATION PRIVILEGE TAX: 
Current Month       7,464.00 Previous Year          942.20 Difference 
Current YTD        7,854.00 Previous YTD        8,606.11 ( $752.11) 
 
MERCANTILE TAX: 
Current Month   -0- Previous Year         2,551.62 Difference 
Current YTD   -0- Previous YTD         2,551.62  ( $2,551.62) 
 
BUSINESS PRIVILEGE TAX: 
Current month   -0- Previous Year         3,934.81 Difference 
Current YTD   -0- Previous YTD         4,407.35  ( $4,407.35)  
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(5-80) MOVED GRECO-PADULA to approve the payment of bills in the amount of  

$152,358.09 as presented.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mrs. Bradley presented an overview of the Sanitary Sewer Overflow Response Plan that 
was prepared by Three Rivers Wet Weather and reviewed by the Engineer and the 
Solicitor.  The SSORP is required by the Consent Order and Agreement.  It is designated 
to define appropriate actions by the Township upon notification of an overflow caused by 
problems with municipally owned sewer systems.  In the event of the report of an 
overflow, the Township shall: dispatch two crews to investigate, identify the responsible 
parties, provide appropriate customer support, and report the overflow within twenty four 
hours.  Mr. Vargo suggests that the language clearly stipulate that the Township will be 
responsible for Township owned pump stations.  Although there currently are two pump 
stations in Wilkins Township, (one at Pep Boys and one at Showcase Cinema) neither of 
these are owned by the Township.  The Township currently does not own a pump station.  
The second recommended amendment is at  Article III, Paragraph B, subsection 5(b).  
Mr. Vargo is recommending that if the Fire Department is needed at the scene of an 
overflow due to the presence of hazardous materials, that the DPW crew agree to 
cooperate and coordinate with the Fire Department, but not be placed under the 
immediate direction of the Fire Department.    
 
The SSORP will be presented to the Bargaining Unit and also reviewed by Mr. Hill, Fire 
Marshal.  After review of the recommended amendments by the Solicitor, it will be 
placed on the Commissioners’  agenda for adoption by Resolution. 
 
    ORDINANCE NO. 970 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WILKINS, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE 
OF EMPLOYEES PENSION, ANNUITY, INSURANCE AND BENEFIT FUND OR 
FUNDS, TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE PENSION PLAN OR 
PROGRAM APPLICABLE TO THE POLICE EMPLOYEES OF SAID TOWNSHIP. 
 
Commissioner Martinelli questioned section 1.34 of the ordinance, required number of 
credits in the definition of “Attending College” 
 
(5-81) MOVED FIALLA-PADULA to accept the first reading of Ordinance No. 970 by 

title only. 
 
(5-82) MOVED PADULA-GRECO to adopt Ordinance No. 970. 
 
Motions 5-81 and 5-82 were adopted by unanimous roll call vote of all present. 
 
Mrs. Bradley spoke to the Commissioners regarding an Ordinance that would amend the 
Township’s existing legislation, adopted in 1966 relative to Certificates of Occupancy 
and required inspections.  She provided an overview of the Township’s existing 
ordinance, as compared to that of Turtle Creek and Plum Borough. 
 
President Wilson directed Mrs. Bradley to work with Mr. Hill to develop an ordinance for 
the Township for presentation to the Board. 
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COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Padula advised the Commissioners that the ERC Board met with Chief Bob Full of 
the Allegheny County Emergency Operations Center regarding the takeover of the ERC 
by the EOC effective January 1, 2006.  He advised the Commissioners that the members 
of the EOC could meet with the Board, Chief Guthrie, Mr. Hill, the Fire Chiefs and 
WHEMS at the EOC to tour the facility and answer any questions that they may have 
relative to the takeover. 
 
Ms. Fialla thanked all in attendance for coming to the meeting and stated that the next 
meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, April 25, 2005. 
 
Mrs. Martinelli questioned Mr. Hill as to whether the resident of Negley Avenue has been 
told that he needs to bundle his trash for refuse pickup.  Also commended Lisa Taglieri 
and her family for their effort in picking up refuse on Negley Avenue over the weekend.  
Also announced that the 8th Annual Century Club Spaghetti Dinner will be held on 
Sunday, April  17th  from 2 PM until 6 PM at the Municipal Building. 
 
Mr. Greco invited all to the Spaghetti Dinner on Sunday. 
 
President Wilson thanked all for coming out and recognized the members of the 
audience. 
 
Executive Session:  8:10 pm – 8:40 pm:  Topics:  Discussion of  personnel for position of 
Assistant Property Maintenance Inspector; discussion of request for merit increase; 
discussion of police pension plan – change of benefit calculation. 
 
(5-83) MOVED MARTINELLI-FIALLA to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 

8:42 pm.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rebecca Bradley 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
  
   


