
WILKINS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

REGULAR MEETING MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2013 

   

The Regular Meeting of Monday, August 12, 2013 was brought to order at 7:05 PM by President Sylvia J. 

Martinelli.  A quorum was present as follows: 

 

Mrs. Martinelli   Ms. Criner 

Mr. Boyd        Mr. Costa        Mr. Wilson 

 

(150-13) MOVED COSTA-WILSON to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing and Regular Meeting of 

Monday, July 8, 2013.   The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Communications: 

 

Mr. H. Daniel Cessna, P.E., Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PADOT) District #11 Executive, 

submitted correspondence advising the Board that PADOT has selected a consulting team to aid in the 

evaluation of a range of possible solutions to enhance safety, move people and improve traffic flow not 

only along the Parkway East, but also along those roadways which serve as alternate or diversion routes 

into and out of the City of Pittsburgh.  The team is headed by Parsons Brinkerhoff.  The scope of work 

includes data collection and stakeholder meetings.  The work is anticipated to begin in August with a 

public meeting to be held in November. 

 

Ms. Megan Wall, Senior Intern for the Heinz Endowments Summer Youth Philanthropy Internship 

Program submitted an email message to Commissioner Boyd advising that the Township’s application 

for Pedals and Pedestrians grant funds is no longer being considered for funding. 

 

Ms. Asgedet Fessehatzion of 107 George Street commended and thanked Officers Brokaw and 

Bethlehem for their work in apprehending an individual who she believed was attempting to force her 

to commit insurance fraud. 

 

Prior to entertaining Citizens’ Comments, Mrs. Bradley announced that the Board of Commissioners met 

in Executive Session immediately prior to the meeting to discuss labor negotiations. 

 

Citizens’ Comments: 

 

Mrs. Dorothy Musial of 313 Frazier Drive reported that while shopping for a new vehicle, she happened 

to visit the Kia dealer in Monroeville and test drove a vehicle.  During the test drive, the salesperson 

directed her to Kingston Drive.  Mrs. Musial questioned whether this was a routine practice and the 

sales person indicated that it was. 

 

REPORTS:  (All Reports were read) 

 

Recreation:  Mrs. Martinelli stated that the Farmers Market is doing extremely well and that next 

Wednesday (August 21st), there will be a cooking demonstration provided by one of the vendors who 

makes hot meals.  Meals will be available at the Community Center from 3:00 PM until 7:00 PM.  This 

week, $1.00 off coupons will be provided for the hot meals which will include vegetable lasagna and ziti. 

 

The Engineers Report is on file in the Manager’s Office.  

 

Police Report for July 2013: 

         2012  2013 

Total Police Calls Logged        257       315 

Total Criminal Offenses Reported         45                         34 

Criminal Arrests/Persons Charged         14                           9        

 

Criminal Offenses Cleared          13                         10       

Traffic Citations Issued                                                    14                    26        

Parking Tags Issued           16                29    

Parking Citations Issued             0         0 

DUI Task Force Traffic Citations                

 

Monies collected during  July                                                       $ 1,671.25       $ 2,822.45 
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Mr. Bruener’s PWD Report is on file in the Manager’s Office 

 

Fire Companies: 

 

WTVFD #1 reported the following for June 2013: 20 Fire Calls, Man-Hours 93.5; 1 Meeting, Man-Hours 

36; 6 Specials, Man-Hours 180.5; Total Man-Hours 310. 

 WTVFD #1 reported the following for July 2013: 27 Fire Calls, Man-Hours 136.5; 2 Practices, Man-Hours 

38; 1 Special, Man-Hours 5; 1 Meeting, Man-Hours 13; Total Man-Hours 192.5. 

 

WTVFD #3 reported the following for July 2013: 16 Fire Calls, Man-Hours 32.63; 3 Activities, Man-Hours 

56.18; Total Man-Hours 88.81. 

  

WTVFD #4 reported the following for July 2013: 17 Fire Calls, Man-Hours 45; 2 Drills, Man-Hours 11; 7 

Work Details, Man-Hours 16.75; 5 Meetings, Man-Hours 119.5; Total Man-Hours 192.25. 

 

Building Permits Issued for July 2013: #2808-4201 Greensburg Pike, Deck $79; #28011-3475 Wm. Penn, 

Demolish $442; #2812-107 Leneake, Addition $56; #2813-102 Ridgecrest, Patio Room $65.12. 

 

Deed Transfer Tax: The Township received $7,025.61 in deed transfer tax in the month of July, 

representing transfer tax collected by Allegheny County in the month of June.  As of July 31, 2013, it was 

at 70.94% of budget. 

 

George Porado’s Tax Collector’s Report for July: 

 

Balance Collectable – beginning of the month      $   116,955.66 

 

Assessments                                       $0.00 

Additions                                                                                                                                     $0.00  

Exonerations – Total Adjustments                        $           0.00 

Net Collectable                                     $116,955.66   

Face Collections                            $-4,491.70  

Balance Collectable – End of the month                      $112,463.96      

Face amount of collections                            $4,491.70  

Plus Penalties                               $449.17         

Less Discounts                                                                                                                           $0.00 

Total Cash Collected                             $4,940.87 

 

Overpayment Refunds                       $0.00  

 
Act 511 for July 2013: 

 

Earned Income Taxes:                                                                                                 Difference 

 

Current Month                $40,920.27 Previous Year       $29,744.66          

Current YTD              $473,987.94 Previous YTD      $426,853.63            $ 47,134.31  

 

2013 Budget-$650,000 

 

Local Service Tax:                                                                                                         Difference 

 

Current Month                 $5,915.18 Previous Year      $1,191.78     

Current YTD               $76,266.55 Previous YTD    $74,026.53         $2,240.02 

 

 

2013 Budget-$130,000 

           

Mercantile Tax:                                                          Difference            

    

Current Month                  $6,570.37 Previous Year     $1,419.40  

Current YTD             $315,187.96  Previous YT        $328,207.50     ($13,019.54) 
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2013 Budget - $340,000 

 

                                                                     

Business Privilege Tax:                                                                   Difference 

                                                                                         

 

Current Month                   $5,641.67 Previous Year          $1,622.76        

Current YTD                    $218,043.63        Previous YTD       $243,853.81                      ($25,810.18) 

 

2013 Budget - $250,000 

 

The Solicitor’s Report is on file in the Manager’s Office 

 

 (151-13) MOVED CRINER-BOYD to approve the payment of the schedule of bills in the amount of 

$275,941.49.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Old Business: 

 

(152-13) MOVED WILSON-COSTA to accept the recommendation of the manager authorizing the Turtle 

Creek Valley Council of Governments to award the CDBG Year 39 Safe Neighborhood Demolition 

contract to Lutterman in the amount of $13,986 for the demolition of 172 Churchill Lane and 245 

Harrison Road and agreeing to fund the shortfall in the amount of $5,231 in necessary. 

 

New Business: 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 12-2013 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WILKINS, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING, 

ADOPTING AND PLACING INTO IMMEDIATE EFFECT THE EMERGENCY ACTION PLAN DEVELOPED BY 

THE WILKINS TOWNSHIP WORKPLACE SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

(153-13) MOVED CRINER-COSTA to adopt Resolution #12-2013.  The motion was adopted by unanimous 

roll call vote. 

 

(154-13) MOVED COSTA-WILSON to direct the Public Works Department to erect weight limit signs on 

Penn Center Boulevard as provided in the Township’s Codified Book of Ordinances §§ 168-12 and 168-

168-26. 

 

(155-13) MOVED COSTA-WILSON to accept the recommendation of the engineer to award the contract 

for the Dowling Avenue Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project (Phase II) to Meyer Excavating Company of 

Gibsonia at a low bid price of $156,280.  

 

(156-13) MOVED BOYD-WILSON to authorize the manager to apply for funding for an updated 

Comprehensive Plan through the Allegheny County 2013 Municipal Planning Grant Program.  

 

(157-13) MOVED WILSON-COSTA to authorize the manager to develop an ordinance requiring a permit 

for the use of on-street dumpsters and establishing a minimal fee for administration.  

 

(158-13) MOVED CRINER-BOYD to accept Wilkins Township Baseball’s request to use the Township’s tax 

identification number for the purpose of soliciting donations for the Eastmont Ball Field Project, with the 

understanding that these funds will be placed into a Township account and will be controlled by the 

Township Board of Commissioners. 

 

(159-13) MOVED WILSON-COSTA to approve the request of the Ridgewood Manor Civic Association to 

hold their annual Block Party on Upper Gilchrest Drive on September 7th (rain date September 8th) from 

5:00 PM until 9:00 PM and use Township road blocks to block off Upper Gilchrest Drive. 

 

(160-13) MOVED COSTA-BOYD to approve Mr. Hill’s request to attend a one day session of the 

PENNBOC Conference at State College on September 12th from 8:00 AM until 5:00 PM at a cost of 

$179.00. 
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(161-13) MOVED COSTA-WILSON to authorize the checks to be prepared for permit submission for the 

Linhart Sewer Separation Project: Commonwealth of Pa (Part II Permit): $500.00; Allegheny County 

Conservation District (Erosion and Sedimentation Permit): $585.00; Allegheny County Clean Water fund 

(Erosion & Sedimentation Permit): $500.00; and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Erosion & 

Sedimentation Permit): $200. 

 

Motions 154-13 to 161-13 inclusive were adopted by unanimous roll call vote.  

 

Commissioners’ Comments: 

 

Commissioner Boyd stated that the tentative date for the composting class is October 10th at the 

Community Center.  Typically the cost of the class is $50 per individual and $55 for couples.  At the end 

of the class, each participant or couple is given a composting container.  The cost for the Wilkins’ 

residents can be reduced by using the education funding received through the DEP Grant.  A 

determination will be made as to what amount will be offset for each Wilkins resident who chooses to 

participate and this information will be placed in the next newsletter.  Mr. Boyd also reminded everyone 

that he will be offering two more free yoga classes at the Community Center, the first on Tuesday, 

August 13th and the second on Tuesday, August 20th both beginning at 7:00 PM.  Also, Mr. Boyd advised 

that he received suggestions for improvements to the playgrounds.  One of those suggestions he wanted 

to advance is the idea of changing the location of the fire whistle and/or eliminating the fire whistle that 

is next to Makena Park.  He would like to discuss this further at a future meeting.  Mr. Boyd commented 

on the Pedals and Pedestrian Grant.  He will begin to look for alternative funding to install “Share the 

Road” signs.  He also talked about his meeting with Kathy Riska from Connect and the resources that are 

available through Connect. 

 

Commissioner Wilson congratulated Mrs. Bradley on finishing classes to obtain her MBA. 

 

Commissioner Criner stated that she attended a recognition luncheon sponsored by the Local 

Government Academy for the LGA interns, the LGA teachers and instructors and the Banner 

Communities. 

 

Commissioner Martinelli read a note from Patty Davidson of the Lutheran Service Society thanking the 

Township for letting the Meals on Wheels participate in the Summer Festival fundraiser.  Mrs. Martinelli 

also invited everyone to make it down to the Farmers’ Market on Wednesday afternoon and then to go 

to Linhart Park for a great game of Bocce. 

 

(162-13) MOVED CRINER-COSTA to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:14 PM.  The motion was 

adopted by unanimous roll call vote.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rebecca Bradley 

Secretary 


