
WILKINS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
REGULAR MEETING, MONDAY, JULY 9, 2007 
 
The Regular Meeting of Monday, July 9, 2007 was brought to order at 7:00 PM by 
President Frank J. Greco.  A quorum was present as follows: 
 
   Mr. Greco   Mrs. Martinelli 
   Mr. Wilson Mr. Padula Ms. Fialla 
 
(7-145) MOVED PADULA-FIALLA to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 

June 11, 2007 as presented, Commissioner Martinelli commented that the stop 
sign  approved for the intersection of  Sunset at Orion has not been installed yet.  
The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Communications: 
 
Mr. Tom Brush of 945 Rita Drive requested permission to use either Lions or Eastmont 
park for two consecutive weekends in August for the purpose of holding a basketball 
clinic for boys and girls who will be entering grades five through eight.  Mr. Brush is the 
basketball coach at East Allegheny High School and, along with his brother, runs the 
Pittsburgh Pride, an AAU basketball organization.  The clinic would run from 9:30 AM 
until 12:30 PM two consecutive Saturdays and Sundays in August.  The cost per 
participant is $40.00 and participants will receive a free t-shirt.  Mr. Brush  provided a 
Permission Slip/Parental Waiver form to be signed by all entrants, which includes a 
release of liability for Wilkins Townshio and its Board members. 
 
(7-146) MOVED PADULA-MARTINELLI to approve the request of Mr. Brush to hold 

a basketball clinic in either Lions or Eastmont park two consecutive weekends in 
August and further waiving the park usage fee.  The motion was adopted by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Citizens’ Comments: 
 

1. Ms. Patty Stewart of 118 Gardenia Drive commented on Agenda Item number 
one under old business – the request from the Wilkins Township Baseball 
Association for funding consideration.  She stated that her son played baseball 
this year for Wilkins.  As a parent, she was required to sell seven $10 raffle 
tickets, as were all other baseball team members.  She also is aware that each 
team  is sponsored by a company or business, the Baseball Association runs a 
concession stand at the games and Baseball had a booth at Community Days.  She 
does not understand why Baseball cannot  meet their expenses given their revenue 
stream.  She is upset that the Recreation Advisory Committee was required to 
seek alternative funding sources in order to hold Community Days,  while 
Baseball may be considered for Township funding. 

 
Ms. Bradley stated that this issue was brought up at the last meeting and the Board of 
Commissioners tabled the request until the Association provided the Board  with and 
income statement and a statement of revenue made at Community Days.  Mrs. Bradley 
recently became  aware that the Baseball Association had received a $10,000. grant from 
Representative Paul  Costa.  She spoke with Bill McConnell of the Baseball Association 
regarding this grant and their request to the Township.  Mr. McConnell stated that the 
grant will be used to cover operational expenditures and that it might not be necessary for 
Baseball to seek funding from the Township.  Mrs. Bradley  will follow up with Mr. 
McConnell for confirmation and report back to the Board.. 
 

2. Ms. Blanche Hippensteel of 895 Larimer Avenue addressed the Board regarding 
two concerns:  one, speeding on Larimer Avenue and two, the continued emission 
of dust and vehicle gasses at Anker Industries.  Ms. Hippensteel requested that the 
Board consider adding additional signage on Larimer Avenue to slow down 
speeding vehicles. 
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Commissioner Padula stated that the Board had requested that Chief Guthrie look into the 
plausibility of adding a stop sign at the intersection of  Churchill Road and Larimer 
Avenue as  an additional measure to calm traffic in that area.  Ms. Hippensteel provided 
electronic photographs to Mrs. Bradley for the Board’s subsequent review.  She stated 
that she has been working with Mr. Hill and the Allegheny County  Department of Health 
on these issues but does not believe that she is getting anywhere.  Mr. Hill addressed the 
Board of  Commissioners and indicated that he has been working with Ms. Hippensteel 
and the County to try to resolve these issues.  Mr. Matta and Mr. Hill will meet with the 
County Health Department to try to reach a resolution.  
 

3. Mr. Kevin Kuchma, representing Rebecca Hudak of 433 Wilbur Avenue 
requested  that the Board review the parking situation on Wilbur Avenue.  Ms. 
Hudak recently purchased a home on that street and now, because of a shoulder 
failure on the road side, has no place to park.  This issue has been worked  on by 
both Chief Guthrie and Mr. Vargo, but there is still no resolution.  Mrs. Bradley 
will speak with both  Guthrie and Vargo to reach a final resolution to the parking 
situation until the shoulder of the roadway can be repaired.   

 
4. Mr. Erik Lawson of 176 Penhurst Drive thanked Mrs. Bradley for passing on the 

Solicitor’s recent report with regard to the sale of the Harvey Taylor property on 
Brown Avenue.  He also indicated that it appears that Meyers Bus Service will be 
required to make the necessary repairs to the culvert, but the Board also needs to 
be cognizant of the repairs that need to be made to the physical structure – the 
bowling lanes. 

 
5. Mrs. Natalie Foley of 15 Charnwood Drive thanked the Board of Commissioners 

for the Community Days  celebration.  Also stated that she is aware that Mrs. 
Bradley spoke with representatives of Nissan following last months’ Board 
meeting about turning down or  disconnecting their exterior speakers.  She stated 
that she is still able to hear a public address system, but after having done some 
investigation on her own, she has become aware that it is not  Nissan creating the 
problem, but Pittsburgh Premiere Auto, which is located across the street from 
Nissan.  Mrs. Bradley indicated that she is aware of this situation and is in the 
process of addressing it. 

 
6. Mr. Mike Jacob of 324 Frazier Drive requested that the Township take some 

action to stop the garbage companies from picking up dumpsters at commercial 
establishments on Business 22 in the early morning hours.  Mrs. Bradley stated 
that she would address this with all of the businesses within the commercial 
corridor. 

 
(7-147)  MOVED WILSON-MARTINELLI to waive the reading of reports, with the 
exception of Recreation and Engineering.  The motion was adopted by a three to two vote 
with Wilson, Martinelli and Greco voting yes and Padula and Fialla voting no. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
Police Report for the month of June 2007: 

2006 2007 
Total police calls logged       270    336 
Total criminal offenses reported        20     n/a 
Criminal arrests/persons charged          9     n/a 
Criminal offenses cleared          11     n/a 
Traffic citations issued          11      22 
Parking tags issued           11        7 
Parking citations issued            9        0 
Monies collected during June         $3,257.73     $4,423.83 
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Mr. Vargo’s DPW Report is on file in the Manager’s Office. 
 
WTVFD #3 reported 21 fires with man-hours of  58.19, 1 training session with  man-
hours of 14.00 and 10 details with man-hours of 501. 
 
The WHEMS  Report for June is filed with the Fire Departments. 
 
Building Permits issued during June 2007:  One, interior alteration, P/C LL LP Bldg 7, 
One  sign P/C #2 (Rite Aid), Two Porch roofs, Two Hot Tubs, Two Decks, One Pool 
 
The total amount of Real Estate Transfer Tax received by the Township from the 
Allegheny Recorder of Deeds office for May 2007 deed transfers was $25,934.18, 
bringing total collections for the year to: $426,951.64.  During the month of May, the 
Showcase  Cinema property was sold for $4,000,000.00.  The Township received 
$20,000.in transfer tax from that sale. 
 
Tax Collectors Report for June 2007:   
Balance Collectable – beginning of month    $133,687.38 
Deductions (exonerations)              -199.89 
Adjusted Collectable          133,487.49 
Less Face collecting for month          54,504.27 
Balance collectable – end of month          78,983.22 
Total refunds  to date              1,431.21 
Total cash collected          $54,504.27 
 
PA Municipal Services – Act 511 Tax Report 
Earned Income Taxes: 
Current Month      $123,480.78     Previous Year  $115,568.24 Difference 
Current  YTD          351,774.74  Previous YTD    326,781.41 $ 24,993.33 
 
Emergency & Municipal Services Tax: 
Current Month           49,464.47 Previous Year      40,648.04 Difference 
Current YTD            189,961.56 Previous YTD    174,940.35 $ 15,021.21 
 
Mercantile Tax: 
Current Month            89,874.57 Previous Year       32,823.44 Difference 
Current YTD          1,276,266.73 Previous YTD  1,100,012.78 $176,253.95 
 
Business Privilege Tax: 
Current Month             60,640.21 Previous Year          6,995.00 Difference 
Current YTD            177,734.16 Previous YTD      154,083.96 $ 23,650.20 
 
The Solicitors invoices for May and June 2007 are on file in the Managers Office. 
 
The Recreation Report: 
 
Mrs. Stewart announced that as of today, the revenues generated from Community Days 
total: $29,513.00 and expenditures total: $24,458.23, leaving a surplus of $5,054.77.  
There are still a few outstanding bills, including a bill for the generators and a bill for the 
plaques which were given out to sponsors.  However, the Recreation Advisory Board is 
very proud of the fact that this year, Community Days was actually a profitable event for 
the first time.  The remaining surplus from this years’ Community Days will be used to 
help fund next years’ event, which the Board will begin planning at their meeting 
scheduled for the first Tuesday in August.  Ms. Stewart also asked the Board for 
consideration of action on correspondence that she had submitted that evening in 
reference to two Recreation Advisory Board members.  One of the  two is no longer a 
resident of Wilkins Township and needs to be removed from the Board.  The other, was 
appointed in March of 2007 by the Board of Commissioners and only attended one  
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 meeting since his appointment.  In accordance with the Recreation Advisory Board   
bylaws which were adopted by the Board of Commissioners, this member should also be 
removed from the Advisor Board.  Mr. Matta requested that Mrs. Bradley correspond 
with the two individuals and request letters of resignation, which could be presented to 
the Board for action in August.  The Commissioners also requested that Mrs. Bradley 
send a letter to Mr. Wise thanking him for his years of service on the Board. 
 
Engineering Report:   
 
Mr. McKeever reported on progress made on the Nissan site regarding the 
extinguishment and recording of new easements and the corrective action to repair 
surface water erosion at a sanitary sewer on the site.  Mr. McWilliams has agreed to make 
the necessary repairs and is now awaiting correspondence from the Township permitting 
him to discontinue his  maintenance bond.  Mr. McKeever also reported on the progress 
at Vineseian Place.  Senate has  received and approved an estimate of cost to place a final 
wearing course on the street and install the  sidewalk and is recommending that the Board 
reduce the performance bond to $47,542.00.  Commissioner Wilson questioned whether 
Mr. Nese had paid the Township for outstanding  engineering fees.  Mrs. Bradley 
responded that he has not done so yet. 
 
(7-148)  MOVED MARTINELLI-WILSON to accept the recommendation of Senate 
Engineering reducing the  performance bond for Vinesiean Place to $47,542.00, pending 
a resolution of the outstanding engineering fees.  The motion was adopted by unanimous 
roll call vote.   
 
Mr. McKeever also reported on the Flow Monitoring/System Model required by the 
Consent Order and Agreement between the Township and the Environmental Protection  
Agency.  In accordance with this agreement, the Township was required to begin a 
program of flow monitoring for its sewage conveyance system by June 1, 2007.  
However, as a part of ALCOSAN’s agreement with the EPA, ALCOSAN has agreed to 
perform the monitoring phase on behalf of all of its communities.  The Department of 
Environmental Protection is conditionally  offering to extend the Consent Order and 
Agreement deadline for initiating flow monitoring until  February 1, 2008 to 
accommodate the implementation of the comprehensive coordinated Regional Flow 
Monitoring Plan.  Because the DEP is extending the time to initiate flow monitoring, 
more time will also be needed for the Township to submit its Feasibility Study.  The DEP 
is therefore, also conditionally offering to extend the deadline for the termination of the 
COA until March 30, 2015.  The Board is required to adopt a resolution, authorizing the 
appropriate officials to execute a First Amendment to the Consent Order and agreement 
no later than July 31, 2007. 
 
The Engineers Report for the month of June 2007 is on file in the Manager’s office. 
 
    RESOLUTION NO. 06-2007 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WILKINS, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, AUTHORIZING THE PROPER TOWNSHIP OFFICERS TO 
EXECUTE THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE CONSENT ORDER AND 
AGREEMENT WITH THE  COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, WATER QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY’S CLEAN 
WATER ACT. 
 
(7-149) MOVED WILSON-MARTINELLI to adopt Resolution #6-1007, authorizing the 

signatories to accept the First  Amendment to the Consent Order and Agreement.  
The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
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7-150)  MOVED FIALLA-PADULA to approve the schedule of bills as presented in the 

amount of $196,609.37.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mrs. Bradley announced that she has not received any response to the article in the 
Progress regarding the vacant Civil Service Board Alternate. 
 
(7-151)  MOVED WILSON-MARTINELLI to table the proposed ordinance establishing 
residential restrictions for registered sexual violent offenders within the Township until 
such time as the Allegheny County Commissioners take action on the same.  The motion 
was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mrs. Bradley advised the Board that Governor Rendell signed Act 7 of 2007 on June 27, 
2007.  Act 7 changes the name and the way that the Emergency and Municipal Services 
(EMS) tax is collected.  Act 7 becomes effective as of January  1, 2008.  The highlights 
of the act are as follows:  1.  The name of the tax has been changed to Local Service Tax 
(LST).  2.  Individuals earning less than $12,000 annually are exempt from paying LST.  
3.  Municipalities must develop and enact regulations providing for refunds for those 
eligible for the low-income exemption.  4.  LST tax will be withheld at the rate of $1.00 
per week, instead of in a lump sum of $52.00.  5.  Municipalities are required to use at 
least 25% of the revenue generated through LST to fund emergency services (police, fire 
and ambulance).  The remaining 75% must be used for road construction, maintenance,  
reduction of property taxes or property taxes or property tax relief..  6.  Requires that an 
individual have mandatory  withholding from his principal employer only.  Mrs. Bradley, 
in conjunction with legal counsel, will prepare an  amendment to the existing EMS Tax 
Ordinance for Board consideration within the next several months.  Also, Mrs. Bradley 
will determine the financial impacts of the change in the tax  and report this to the Board 
within the upcoming months. 
 
(7-152) MOVED MARTINELLI-FIALLA to authorize the appropriate officials to 

correspond with Comcast Cable requesting an extension of the existing 
agreement for the provision of cable TV service from July 11, 2007 to April 15, 
2008.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 07-2007 

   
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WILKINS, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, REGARDING CABLE FRANCHISE NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
VERIZON. 
 
(7-153) MOVED MARTINELLI-FIALLA to adopt Resolution #7 of 2007, participating 

with the Turtle Creek Valley COG  in the development of a franchise agreement 
with Verizon for fiber-to-the premises (FTTP) networking.  The motion was 
adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(7-154) MOVED FIALLA-WILSON to authorize the payment of the following refunds: 

Supervalue (Shop-N-Save):  $22,442.92 in Mercantile Tax for the year 2006; 
Crown Services: $40,600.09 for EMS Tax for 2006; and Today’s Staffing: 
$5,813.14 for Business Privilege Tax for 2006 in accordance with the 
recommendation of the tax collector, Mr. Richard Lear of PAMS.  The motion 
was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Commissioners’ Comments: 
 
Commissioner Wilson thanked everyone for their attendance at the meeting and 
congratulated and thanked the Recreation Advisory Board, Mrs. Bradley and the 
Department of Public Works for all of their hard work during Community Days. 
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Commissioner Martinelli thanked the Recreation Advisory Board for everything that they 
accomplished in order to make Community Days 2007 the most successful yet, requested 
that the Manager send a letter of congratulations to Christina Lustig of Dunbar Drive who 
has received a National Merit Scholarship, and requested that the Manager send a letter 
of congratulations to Miss Pittsburgh, Susan Warnock of Kingston Drive, and also thank 
her for attending Community Days and helping with the announcements. 
 
Commissioner Fialla congratulated Christie Lustik, her neighbor, for her 
accomplishments and recognized the Herculean efforts of the Recreation Advisory Board 
in keeping their promise to self-fund this years’ Community Days event; stated that the 
next meeting of the Board of Commissioners is scheduled for Monday, August 13, 2007. 
 
Commissioner Padula thanked the Recreation Advisory Board and the community for 
their attendance, donations of time and money and all their support in holding 
Community Days.  Also provided the Board with details of Senate Bill  l23, which 
provides for a tax deduction for EMS and Fire Volunteers. 
 
(7-155) MOVED PADULA-WILSON to authorize the Manager to send a letter of 

support of Senate Bill 23 to the Township’s legislators and requesting their 
assistance in it’s passage.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Commissioner Greco emphasized that although there were a lot of “Doubting Thomases”, 
he knew that the Recreation Advisory Board would be successful in holding this years’ 
Community Days without dipping into the Township’s funds.  He is thankful that 
Community Days was such a success and that all of the local community groups, 
including the Volunteer Fire Associations, the Century Club, the Baseball Association 
and the Democratic and Republican Committees were able to profit from the event. 
 
(7-156) MOVED WILSON-FIALLA to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 

PM.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rebecca Bradley 
Secretary 
 
  
 
 
 
 
   


