
TOWNSHIP OF WILKINS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
REGULAR MEETING, MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2008 
 
The Regular Meeting of Monday, March 10, 2008 was brought to order by President 
William G. Wilson.  A quorum was present as follows: 
 
  Mr. Wilson   Ms. Fialla 
  Mr. Padula        Mr. Costa      Mr. Szoko 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Chairman Wilson requested that all participants 
remain standing for a moment of  silence for Brad Holmes, a Volunteer  Fireman from 
Pine Township, who died on Friday, March 7, 2008 as a result of injuries sustained in 
fighting a fire. 
 
(8-81) MOVED PADULA-FIALLA to approve the minutes of the second stated meeting 

of  February 25, 2008.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Communications: 
 
Mrs. Bradley read correspondence received from Cheryl  Akers-Stanton, Vice-President 
of the GFWC Century Club of Wilkins Township advising that the Century Club will be 
selling sponsorship ads on the placemats that will be used for the Spaghetti Dinner in 
April. 
 
Citizens  Comments; 
 
Jackie Efrati, a resident of North Braddock and a Humane Officer of the Options of 
Pittsburgh, addressed the Board regarding her concerns over the Township’s proposed 
amendment to the Animal Ordinance which would limit the number of pets permitted in a 
residence to three. 
 
Ms. Deborah  Dorbansky-Fasiska of 260 George Lane addressed the Board on the  
Animal Ordinance.  She also provided the Board with information regarding a mediation 
service which is available for residents who have problems with their neighbors and their 
pets. 
 
Reports: 
 
Police Report for February 2008: 

2007 2008 
Total Police Calls Logged        282     290 
Total Criminal Offenses Reported         21       26 
Criminal Arrests/Persons Charged         11       10 
Criminal Offenses Cleared            7       13 
Total Citations Issued            26       43 
Parking Tags Issued            18       17 
Parking Citations Issued             4         4 
Monies collected during February                    $3,633.74       $5,392.86   
     
Commissioner Padula thanked Chief Guthrie for having the officers take care of the 
burned out street lights.  Commissioner  Szoko thanked Chief Guthrie for handling the 
call of a car into a telephone pole on Brown Avenue at the BP Station which occurred on 
Monday, March 3rd. 
 
Mr. Paul Vargos’ Report for February is on file in the Manager’s Office. 
 
Commissioner Wilson questioned how the Township was doing on salt.  Mr. Vargo 
stated that the Township had just received 150 tons of salt and we should be okay.  
Commissioner Szoko questioned when the malfunctioning valve in the boiler would be 
replaced.  Mr. Vargo stated that the valve is obsolete, but an alternative part has been 
located by the repairmen.  They have ordered this part and it will probably be fixed 
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within the next two weeks.  Mr. Szoko also  questioned the increase in the gas bill for the 
Community  Center.  Mr. Vargo stated that the doors on the building had been removed 
and  replaced with plywood.  Now that the new doors a re installed, the heat bill should 
decrease significantly. 
 
WTVFD#1 reported the following:  15  Fires,  man-hours 147;  2 Practices,  man-hours 
94.50;  2 Meetings, man-hours  50;  4 Training Sessions, man-hours 122.  Total monthly 
man-hours 413.5. 
 
WTVFD #3 reported the following:  13 Fires, man-hours 151.11;  27 Activities, man-
hours 736.27.  Total monthly man-hours 887.38. 
 
WTVFD #4 reported the following:  15 Fires, man-hours 88.75; 3 Fire Schools, man-
hours 46;  1 Drill, man-hours 16;  4 Public Service, man-hours 4.5;  4 Work Details, man-
hours 30.5; 1 Driver’s Training, man-hours 3;  5 Meetings,  man-hours 125.5.  Total 
monthly man-hours 314.25. 
 
The WHEMS Report is filed with the above VFD Reports in the Manager’s Office. 
 
Building Permits issued during February 2008: 
 
Two (2) permits were issued to J. B. Stevens – Bill Boards for the north and south sides 
of the bridge.  Plan review also issued for above $500.00 each. 
 
The Township received $3,166.38  in real estate transfer taxes during the month of 
February 2008.  These funds represent deed transfers which took place during the month 
of January 2008.  Total year to date collections are $8,325.80 or 16.33% of budget. 
 
PA Municipal Services – Act 511 Tax Report 
 
Earned Income Taxes: 
Current Month  $72,833.90 Previous Year $69,746.36 Difference 
Current YTD    98,270.89 Previous YTD   93,409.99 $4,860.90 
 
Local Service Tax: 
Current  Month     7,385.61 Previous Year    34,948.38 Difference 
Current YTD      7,385.61 Previous YTD     36,612.38 ($29,226.77) 
 
Mercantile Tax: 
Current Month          -0- Previous Year           -0- 
Current YTD                     -0- Previous YTD           -0- 
 
Business Privilege Tax: 
Current Month           -0- Previous Year            -0- Difference 
Current YTD      2,725.13 Previous YTD            -0- $2,725.13 
 
Mr. Matta stated that he needs to arrange a meeting with Mrs. Bradley, Chief Guthrie and 
Mr. Hill to further discuss the abandoned vehicle ordinance.  Also, Mrs. Bradley 
announced that the Board of Commissioners met in executive session prior to the meeting 
to discuss collective bargaining negotiations. 
 
Senate Engineering Report is on file in the Manager’s Office. 
 
(8-82) MOVED SZOKO-COSTA to approve the payment of the Schedule of Bills for 

February of 2008 in the amount of $172,390.37.  The motion was adopted by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Disposition of Surplus Vehicles: 
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Mrs. Bradley read correspondence from Mr. Vargo regarding his recommendations for 
the sale of surplus vehicles, based upon the bids which were opened at the last meeting.  
He recommended that the Board seek the advice of the Solicitor on the sale of the 2001 
Ford Crown  Victoria and the 1998 Ford Crown Victoria to Bay Ridge Motor due to the 
fact that they did not respond to the bid on the appropriate bid form.  Mr. Vargo also 
recommended that the Board seek the advice  of the  Chief of Police regarding the sale of 
the 1995 Jeep Cherokee, which  was acquired  either  through a County or Federal drug 
program.  Chief  Guthrie stated that the funds received through the sale of the Jeep would 
either need to be spent for law enforcement purposes, or  returned to the District 
Attorney’s office.  Finally, Mr. Vargo recommended that the Board reject all bids for the 
sale of the 1989 Tar Kettle.  He believes that the  parts are worth more than what was bid. 
 
(8-83) MOVED COSTA-PADULA to accept the recommendation of Mr. Vargo to reject 

all bids for the sale of the 1989 Tar Kettle.  The motion was adopted by 
unanimous roll call vote.  

 
(8-84)  MOVED PADULA-COSTA  to accept the recommendation of  Mr. Vargo to 
award the following bids, contingent upon the review and approval of the Solicitor:  1985  
Ford Dump Truck to Sokol Construction  in the amount of $2,628.00; 1990 GMC  Dump 
to Auto Wholesalers in the amount of $7,777.00;  2001 Ford Crown Victoria and 1998 
Ford  Crown Victoria to Bay Ridge Motors in the  amounts of $1,189.00 and $555.00 
respectively; 1996 Ford Explorer to Sokol  Construction in the amount of $658.00; and  
1995 Jeep Grand Cherokee to Rogers Auto Sales in the amount of $1,320.00.  The 
motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
(8-85)  MOVED PADULA-COSTA to authorize  the donation of $200.00 to the 

Penhurst Civic Association.  The motion was adopted by a 4 to 1 vote with Mr. 
Szoko voting “NO”. 

 
Question on the Motion:  Commissioner Szoko stated that he is not opposed to the 
programs that the Civic Association sponsors but he believes that the Civic Association 
should seek funding from other organizations, like the Rotary  Club or the Lion’s Club 
 
(8-86) MOVED PADULA-FIALLA  to approve the request by Mr. Hill to attend 

training on the International Fire and Building Codes at a cost of $295.00.  The 
motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(8-87) MOVED COSTA-PADULA to approve  an Act 202 Real  Estate Tax Abatement, 

in accordance with Ordinance #979 for the following properties: 1609 Vineseian 
Place  (Lot-Block 453-P-237) and 1610 Vineseian Place. (Lot/Block 453-P-205)  
The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
(8-88) MOVED PADULA-COSTA to authorize the manager to correspond with Chief 

Guthrie advising that the Commissioners’ interpretation of the  False Alarm 
Ordinance  (Ordinance #948) is  that emergency service departments, including  
Fire Departments, EMS Departments and Police Departments are exempt from 
the  provisions of the ordinance.  The motion was adopted by a 4 to 1  vote with 
Mr. Padula abstaining (President of VFC #3).   

 
RESOLUTION NO. 4 OF 2008 

 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WILKINS, COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY, 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF 
RESTAURANT LIQUOR LICENSE  NO R-7792 INTO WILKINS TOWNSHIP, 3448 
WILLIAM  PENN HIGHWAY, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15235 FROM 824-
826 ISLAND AVENUE, MCKEES ROCKS BOROUGH,  PENNSYLVANIA 15136. 
 
(8-89) MOVED FIALLA-COSTA to read  Resolution #4-2008 by title only.   The 

motion  was adopted  by unanimous roll call vote. 
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(8-90) MOVED COSTA-PADULA to adopt Resolution #4-2008.  The motion was 

adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Commissioners Comments: 
 
Commissioner Szoko questioned Mrs. Bradley regarding the Department of Justice funds.  
Mrs. Bradley stated that she had spoken again with Ann Insley of the DOJ last week and 
Ms. Insley indicated that she would be forwarding correspondence.  She will keep the 
Board advised.  Mr. Szoko also asked the Chief about the temperatures in the police 
offices.  Chief Guthrie stated that the temperatures are much better – in the low 70’s now.  
Finally, Mr. Szoko encouraged everyone to remember that we need to stay in the mode of 
saving money and congratulated the Chief and Police  Department again for their 
response to the situation on Brown Avenue this past Monday. 
 
Commissioner Padula stated that he too appreciates the Police Departments’ actions, 
however, the wires that were down were not electrical – they were telephone lines and 
therefore were not the cause of concern for explosion or fire.  Further, Mr. Padula 
publicly thanked the members of Volunteer Fire Department #1 for their help recently 
after a fire call in Braddock that lasted well into the night.  VFC #1 members came to 
VFC #3’s aid by rolling hose and helping to clean up after the fire.  Mr. Padula also 
thanked everyone for coming to the meeting this evening.   
 
Commissioner Fialla stated that Marty Griffin from KDKA is dedicating a large portion 
of his talk show to discuss Volunteer Firefighters and how much they do for their 
communities.  Reminded the residents that the Easter Party will be held on Saturday, 
March 15th at the ELKS and commented  on the citizens comments regarding the Animal 
Ordinance.  Ms. Fialla thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and wished all a 
Happy Saint Patrick’s Day. 
 
Commissioner Costa thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and stated that he will 
be having a meeting next week at the Community Center.  He also stated that he would 
like to see everyone at the Easter Party on Saturday. 
 
Commissioner Wilson thanked everyone for their attendance this evening and stated that 
he agrees with Commissioner Fialla that Volunteer Fire Companies put in a lot of man 
hours and do a tremendous job for which they are truly appreciated.  He also asked that 
everyone patronize VFD #3 on Fridays through lent for their fish dinners. 
 
(8-91) MOVED PADULA-FIALLA to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM.  

The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rebecca Bradley 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   


