
WILKINS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

PUBLIC HEARING MONDAY, JULY 8, 2013 

   

The Public Hearing of Monday, July 8, 2013 was brought to order at 6:30 PM by President Sylvia J. 

Martinelli.  A quorum was present as follows: 

 

Mrs. Martinelli   Ms. Criner 

Mr. Boyd     Mr. Costa        Mr. Wilson 

 

The purpose of the Public Hearing was to hear public comments regarding the Township’s proposed 

condemnation of 687 Larimer Avenue, Turtle Creek, PA  15145 Lot/Block #454-P-45 owned by Thomas 

and Nancy Jordon. 

 

Mr. Hill testified as follows: This structure is owned by Thomas and Nancy Jordan, who abandoned this 

house after a flooding event in June of 2009 filled the basement with water.  According to Mrs. Jordan, 

this house was built by her grandparents and has always been in the family.  The basement of this house 

was flooded in the Hurricane Ivan event of 2004 and 2009.  In the June 2009 event, members of our 

volunteer fire department and police officers rode in the bed of our two largest dump trucks, with 

millings added to increase the weight of the trucks against buoyancy to enter the flooded street to 

rescue people off of the front porches of homes in the 600 block of Larimer Avenue.  Following the June 

2009 event, the Jordan’s decided that they were fed up with the flooding, cleaning the basement and 

replacing furnaces and hot water tanks, especially at their ages.  They opted instead to vacate this 

dwelling in favor of living in a rental dwelling in Turtle Creek.  According to Allegheny County, this house 

was built in 1900, making it 113 years old.  Allegheny County gives a grade of D+ to this house and lists 

the condition as POOR.  It has been vacant since July 2009, nearly four years.  The Jordan’s have no 

interest in selling the house.  In the interest of deterring blight, and as a protection against malicious fire 

being set in this abandoned house, the township considers the removal (demolition) of this house an 

essential move in the interest of the general health, safety and welfare of our citizens and the Township. 

 

There were no public comments or comments from the Commissioners. 

 

 The meeting adjourned at 6:40 PM.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rebecca Bradley 

Secretary 


