
WILKINS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
PUBLIC HEARING, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 
 
The Public Hearing of Monday, September 29, 2008  was brought to order at 6:00 PM by 
President William G. Wilson.  A quorum was present as follows: 
 
  Mr. Wilson   Ms. Fialla 
  Mr. Padula   Mr. Costa Mr. Szoko 
 
Mrs. Bradley announced that the purpose of the scheduled public hearing was to hear 
public testimony on the proposed condemnation and demolition of the following 
properties:  113-115 Grandview Avenue, Lot/Block 374-S-205; 816 Thompson Street, 
Lot/Block 454-K-96; 685 Larimer Avenue, Lot/Block 454-P-44; 652 Highland Avenue, 
Lot/Block 454-K-226; 661 Larimer Avenue, Lot/Block 454-P-29; 565 Highland Avenue, 
Lot/Block 455-B-78 and 521 Negley Avenue, Lot/Block 455-F-58. 
 
Public Comments: 
 
Ms. Ann Speelman of 3913 Dowling Avenue and Ms. Dorothy Melocchi of 137 
Thornberry Drive, Churchill, stated that they represent two of the four heirs to the 
property located at 113-115 Grandview Avenue.  They are interested in giving the 
property away to a gentleman whose name they located in the newspaper and questioned 
Mr. Rushford, Solicitor as to the amount of liens on the property and the process by 
which the heirs could divest of the property.  
 
Mr. Joseph Angotti stated that he is under a two-year land lease to purchase 816 
Thompson Street from the current owners (Diane DiCesare).  Since he entered into this 
agreement, he has been diligently working to make corrections to this structure.  He 
intends to completely restore the home  and live in it within the next year.  He has 
currently replaced the plumbing and is waiting on windows.  He plans to paint  the 
exterior of the home prior to this winter season.  He requested that  the Board of 
Commissioners remove this structure from the condemnation/demolition list. 
 
Mr. Hill reported the following conditions on the subject properties: 
 
113-115 Grandview Avenue:  The listed property owners are Milich and Mila 
Blagojevich, who are deceased.  There was no will.  There are three heirs who are still 
living and they have indicated that they have no interest in maintaining this home.  The 
home is a duplex  which is in poor condition.  It has been named as a nuisance structure 
by the Police Department.  It has been boarded up, after  having been found to have been 
used by transient drug users.  The Allegheny County Health  Department has indicated 
that the home is rat-infested and abandoned.  In addition, there are a large  number of 
feral cats on the property.  Mr. Hill contacted the Allegheny Fire Marshal to determine 
whether this structure could be utilized by the fire departments for training.  In order for 
this to  occur, an asbestos inspection and removal will need to be performed.  In addition, 
the siding and the shingles would have to be removed prior to the Fire Departments 
burning it. 
 
816 Thompson Street:  This property is currently owned by Diane DiCesare, who is the 
fifth owner of this century-old home within the last ten years.  The first owner completely 
gutted the house and removed all of the windows.  Subsequent owners have agreed to 
make necessary repairs, but have failed to do so.  At every point where the property 
owner has been cited for on-going violations, the property has been sold.  Mr. Hill has 
been working with Mr. Angotti and believes that the Board of  Commissioners should 
give him a reasonable chance to improve the property. 
 
685 Larimer Avenue:   This is one-half of a duplex that is listed by the County as being 
owned by Giovanni Gulli.  The two halves of the duplex share a common, short hallway 
in the rear, but do not share a common wall.  The Jordans, who own the other half have 
not expressed an interest in  acquiring this half of the duplex.  To the contrary, they are 
anxious to see it demolished.  The current owner, Mr. Gulli cannot be located.  He and 
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 his wife owned another home in Wilkins, but his name has been removed and his wife 
does not know  where he is.  The  home is vacant, boarded up and dilapidated. 
 
652 Highland Avenue:  This property which is owned by Raymond Powell was listed for 
Sheriff Sale.  Mr. Powell was evicted and moved out of the home.  Following that 
eviction the Sheriff  Sale was cancelled.  The outside is rotting and is full of rubbish.  The 
interior is in poor repair.  The house needs to be demolished. 
 
661 Larimer Avenue:  This property, which is  owned by Paul Robedeau, who lives in 
Oregon has been vacant for the last three to four years.  The owners claim to have 
purchased this property through an internet sale.  The home is in poor condition with 
siding that is in poor repair.  The property is overgrown with weeds and the retaining wall 
in the rear of the property is deteriorated  and severely leaning.  The property owners 
have no interest in rehabilitating the home.  
 
565 Highland Avenue:  This home, owned by Donald Nagle, has been vacant for at     
least six years.  The property is only accessible via  Ayers Alley, although it has a 
Highland Avenue address.  The windows on the home are broken, the soffit and fascia 
are rotted, the siding is in poor condition..  This house is another candidate for a Fire 
Department training session. 
 
521 Negley Avenue:   This property,  which sits at the bottom of the portion of Highland 
Avenue that slid in 2004 is vacant and has been for several years.  The property owner, 
Gary Moore, is deceased.  The house was broken into several times and has been boarded 
up by the Township.  The siding on the home is bad.  The interior ceiling and walls have 
peeling paint. 
 
There being no further testimony or public comments, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 
PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rebecca Bradley 
Secretary 
 
 


