
WILKINS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
REGULAR MEETING MONDAY, APRIL 8, 2013 
   
The Regular Meeting of Monday, April 8, 2013 was brought to order at 7:00 PM by President Sylvia J. 
Martinelli.  A quorum was present as follows: 
 

Mrs. Martinelli   Ms. Criner 
Mr. Boyd        Mr. Costa        Mr. Wilson 

 
(67-13) MOVED BOYD-WILSON to approve the minutes of the Second Stated Meeting of Monday, March 
25, 2013.   The motion was adopted by a 4-0 vote with Mrs. Martinelli abstaining. 
 
Communications: 
 
Mrs. Martinelli read the Citation of Recognition issued by County Executive Richard Fitzgerald that was 
presented to Wilkins Township due to their designation by the Allegheny League of Municipalities as a 
Banner Community for 2013.  In order to receive that designation, the Township was required to 1) 
Participate in educational or training programs through ALOM, the Local Government Academy or the 
Department of Community and Economic Development; 2) Be active members in good standing with 
ALOM and the county municipal associations, and have a representative attending at least a minimum of 
50% of county association meetings; 3) Be active members in good standing in a Council of Governments 
(COG) and attend COG meetings, participate in a COG cooperative purchase program and participate in 
at least one shared municipal service; 4) Conduct a Local Government Week activity by conducting a 
local activity promoting local government or communicating with the community about delivery of 
services; and 5) Conduct an effective Citizen Communication Program by offering a municipal newsletter 
or web-based communication effort, and participate in a class discussion on local government or 
conducting a shadowing program for junior or senior high students.  
 
Citizens’ Comments: 
 
J. J. Tierney of 264 Harrison Road stated that he is opposed to Walmart and the high crime that comes 
with it.  He questioned what the citizens could do to stop Walmart from coming in and questioned 
whether or not it was possible for Walmart to construct a new building without violating the Township’s 
zoning ordinance.   (A complete copy of Mr. Tierney’s comments are on file). 
 
Ms. Thelma Landay of 1444 Laurel Drive advised the Board that CEC is performing additional core boring 
on the site.  She also stated that there will be a meeting at Panera’s on Thursday, April 11, 2013 at 6:00 
PM to discuss the Walmart situation. 
 
Ms. Debra Friedman of 1481 Laurel Drive stated that CEC is taking additional core borings in the middle 
of the roadway at the stop sign across from Allegheny Valley Bank. 
 
REPORTS:   
 
The Engineers Report: 
 
Mr. Arnold discussed the sinkhole that developed at Lions Park.  Prior to the meeting, he had an 
opportunity to meet with Mrs. Martinelli and Mr. Costa at the site to take a look at the problem.  He is 
recommending that the Board authorize him to do some preliminary investigative work, including 
determining the elevation of the pipe to aid in coming up with solutions to the problem.  
 
(68-13) MOVED COSTA-WILSON to authorize the engineer to perform a preliminary investigation of the 
sinkhole development at Lions Park.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mr. Arnold commented that Green Thumb provided the Township with a pay estimate for the 
demolition work that has been done on Larimer Avenue.  There are a number of outstanding issues with 
the demolition and therefore, Mr. Arnold recommended that the Township only authorize a payment of 
75%, or $13,681.81. 
 
(69-13) MOVED COSTA-CRINER to accept the recommendation of the engineer to pay Green Thumb 
$13,681.81 for the demolition of structures on Larimer Avenue (FEMA Project).  The motion was 
adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
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Police Report for March 2013: 
         2012  2013 
Total Police Calls Logged        235       231 
Total Criminal Offenses Reported         32                         29 
Criminal Arrests/Persons Charged         12                         10      
 
Criminal Offenses Cleared          12                         10     
Traffic Citations Issued                                                    24      15        
Parking Tags Issued             5               5    
Parking Citations Issued             0         0 
 
Monies collected during March                                                       $ 5,718.40       $ 4,994.82 
 
Mr. Bruener’s PWD Report is on file in the Manager’s Office. 
 
Fire Companies: 
 
WTVFD #3 reported the following for March 2013: 19 Fire Calls, Man-Hours 27.25; 27 Activities, Man-
Hours 817.35; 1 Training, Man-Hours 16; Total Man-Hours 860.60. 
 
WTVFD #4 reported the following for March 2013: 10 Fire Calls, Man-Hours 42.25; 2 Drill, Man-Hours 
42.25; 7 Work Details, Man-Hours 36.25; 3 Meetings, Man-Hours 37; 1 Fire Schools, Man-Hours 30; Total 
Man-Hours 187.75. 
 
Building Permits Issued for March 2013: #2784-669 Larimer, Demolition $83; #2785-695 Larimer, 
Demolition $83; #2786-1003 Larimer, Demolition $83; #2789-136 Dorothy, Demolition $71; #2790-400 
Penn Center, Sprint Antenna $251.50, Plan Review $525; #2791-701 Rodi, Sprint Antenna $251.50, Plan 
Review $525. 
 
Deed Transfer Tax: The Township received $1,964.90 in deed transfer tax in the month of March, 
representing transfer tax collected by Allegheny County in the month of February.  As of March 31, 
2013, it was at 18.6% of budget. 
 

George Porado’s Tax Collector’s Report for March: 
 
Balance Collectable – beginning of the month                    $0.00 
Assessments                      $1,990,124.32  
Additions                                                                                                                                   $0.00   
Exonerations – Total Adjustments                         $-1,269.45      
Net Collectable                                 $1,988,854.87   
Face Collections                       $-709,233.20  
Balance Collectable – End of the month                  $1,279,621.67      
Face amount of collections           $709,233.20  
Plus Penalties                                   $0.00         
Less Discounts                                                                                                               $-14,184.76 
Total Cash Collected                        $695,048.44  
 
Act 511 for March 2013: 
 
Earned Income Taxes:                                                                                                 Difference 
 
Current Month                $73,423.29 Previous Year      $35,419.15          
Current YTD              $216,691.11 Previous YTD      $109,247.11            $107,444.00  
 

2013 Budget-$650,000 
 
Local Service Tax:                                                                                                         Difference 
 
Current Month               $19,239.03 Previous Year    $22,937.49     
Current YTD               $33,055.30 Previous YTD    $32,858.42            $196.88 
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2013 Budget-$130,000 
           
Mercantile Tax:                                                          Difference            
    
Current Month                 $9,920.30 Previous Year     $4,534.29  
Current YTD               $12,420.08  Previous YT          $14,876.93        ($2,456.85) 

 
2013 Budget - $340,000 

 
                                                                     
Business Privilege Tax:                                                                   Difference 
                                                                                         
 
Current Month                 $12,595.57 Previous Year         $1,486.70        
Current YTD                      $16,745.61         Previous YTD        $16,444.08                              $301.53 
 

2013 Budget - $250,000 
 

The Solicitor’s Report is on file in the Manager’s office: 
 
The Recreation Advisory Board Report is on file in the Manager’s Office: 
 
(70-13) MOVED CRINER-WILSON to approve the payment of the schedule of bills in the amount of 
$167,011.22.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Old Business: 
   
(71-13) MOVED COSTA-WILSON to accept the recommendation of the Solicitor and entering into a 
contract with ASCAP for a music license for the Summer Festival for one year at a cost of $327. 
 
(72-13) MOVED WILSON-COSTA to accept the recommendation of the Solicitor to accept the offer of 
settlement for Penn Center Building #3 (Lot/Block #542-J-226) for the years 2011, 2012, and 2013 at 
values of $4,500,000; $4,200,000 and $4,900,000 respectively. 
 
(73-13) MOVED CRINER-BOYD to table WHEMS request for funding for 2013 pending the receipt of 
additional information as to their plans for financial recovery. 
 
Motions 71-13 to 73-13 inclusive were adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
New Business: 
 
(74-13) MOVED COSTA-BOYD to authorize the Solicitor to review the draft amendment to Chapter 65 of 
the Codified Book of Ordinances and if approved, authorizing the manager to advertise the amendment 
for adoption.  
 
(75-13) MOVED WILSON-COSTA to appoint Mrs. Criner and Mrs. Boyd as the committee to negotiate 
with the Wage Policy Committee on terms of renewal of the Collective Bargaining Agreement due to 
expire December 31, 2013. 
 
(76-13) MOVED COSTA-WILSON to accept Mr. Bruener’s recommendation to appoint Mr. Josh Hoffee of 
806 Elizabeth Street, Mr. John Galaski, of 521 Lucia Drive, Mr. Cody McClelland of 106 Briaridge Drive 
and Mr. Zain Sidiqui of Gilmore Drive to the position of temporary/seasonal part time public works 
employees at an hourly rate of pay of $10.00 for Mr. Hoffee and Mr. Sidiqui (returning), and $9.50 for 
Mr. McClelland and Mr. Galaski for a period of 640 hours each. 
 
(77-13) MOVED COSTA-BOYD to accept the recommendation of the Manager to notify Cargill of the 
Township’s desire to accept Option Year 2 on the SHACOG Salt Award with an estimated increase in the 
price per ton of $1.13 ton (based upon the CPI as of April) for a total of $57.82 per ton. 
 
(78-13) MOVED BOYD-CRINER to authorize the Recreation Advisory Board to offer Zumba classes at the 
Community Center every Monday for 6 weeks beginning April 8, 2013. 
 



REGULAR MEETING MONDAY, APRIL 8, 2013-page four 
 
(79-13) MOVED WILSON-BOYD to approve the donation of $60 to the Churchill Area Environmental 
Council (CEAC) to be used to fund a graduation scholarship for the selected applicant. 
 
(80-13) MOVED WILSON-BOYD to authorize any elected official wishing to attend the Allegheny County 
& Western Pa Association of Township Commissioners Spring Convention at the Grand Hall at the Priory 
on Thursday, May 16, 2013 for $55.00 the ability to attend. 
 
Motions 74-13 to 80-13 inclusive were adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Commissioners’ Comments: 
 
Mr. Boyd announced that Pittsburgh Craft Beer Week (PCBW) will sponsor a “Heels and Wheels” charity 
run and ride at Boyce Park on Monday, April 22, 2013 beginning at 5:00 PM.  All proceeds will benefit 
Bike Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Trails Advocacy Group.  The cost of admission is $15.00 per person.  
More information is available on the PCBW website. 
 
Mrs. Martinelli announced that the Century Club will hold a Spaghetti dinner at the Community Center 
on Sunday, April 14th from 2:00 PM until 6:00 PM.  Dinner can be eaten at the Community Center or by 
take out.  The cost per dinner is $6.50.  The Wilkins Senior Citizens will sponsor Clean-Up Wilkins day on 
April 20th (rain date April 21st).  All interested participants are asked to meet at the Community Center at 
9:00 AM for coffee and donuts (and the provision of bags, gloves and vests).  Following the cleanup, the 
Century Club will provide lunch of pizza and soda. 
 
(81-13) MOVED CRINER-BOYD to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:24 PM.  The motion was adopted 
by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rebecca Bradley 
Secretary 


