
WILKINS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
SECOND STATED MEETING MONDAY, MARCH 28, 2016 
   
The Second Stated Meeting of Monday, March 28, 2016 was brought to order at 7:00 PM by President 
Sylvia J. Martinelli.  A quorum was present as follows: 
 

Mrs. Martinelli   Ms. Criner 
Mr. Boyd     Mr. Costa        Mr. Wells 

 
(99-16) MOVED CRINER-BOYD to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 14, 2016.  The 
motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
The Commissioners received a letter from John Weinstein, Chairman and Arletta Scott-Williams, 
Executive Director of ALCOSAN informing them that the Board of Directors of ALCOSAN took action at a 
public meeting on March 24th to fund 3 Rivers Wet Weather (3RWW) to continue programs and services 
to municipalities.  ALCOSAN created 3RWW in 1998 to provide an independent organization to assist 
municipalities with implementation and advocacy for wet weather policy and projects.  3RWW has 
created and funded demonstration projects, collected and published centralized data and maps, 
provided ongoing outreach and education on green stormwater infrastructure and helped to create 
consensus for regionalization. 
 
Correspondence was received from Robert Hurley, Director of the Redevelopment Authority of 
Allegheny County, advising that the Township has an opportunity to apply for a grant that was recently 
formed in partnership with the Allegheny County Health Department.  The Township is eligible to apply 
for funding through the Active Allegheny Grant Program to create bicycle and pedestrian transportation 
plans, develop designs for specific bicycle and pedestrian transportation improvements, or conduct 
activities related to promoting walking and bicycling as modes of transportation and physical activity.  
Funding of up to $50,000 can be used for planning and engineering of projects that identify the needs of 
pedestrians and bicyclists and develops recommendations for addressing those needs.  Funds can also 
be used for projects that are shovel ready ($50,000) or for education, events and outreach ($5,000 per 
community, or $10,000 for multi-municipal applications).  The grant applications are due by May 13, 
2016. 
 
Citizens’ Comments: 
 
None. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Wireless Communication Facilities Ordinance: 
 
This ordinance is an amendment to the zoning ordinance which would create new regulations for tower 
based and non-tower based wireless communication facilities.  Specifically, the Township 
Commissioners wish to address technologies such as distributed antenna systems (DAS) or mini-cell 
towers.  These devices are generally placed within a municipal right of way on existing utility poles or 
newly constructed poles.  The Township’s existing regulations are dated and do not address newer 
technologies.  The proposed ordinance was recommended by the Planning Commission and introduced 
at the Board’s March 14th meeting.  Changes were made to page 13 of the ordinance following questions 
at that meeting and a subsequent teleconference between Commissioner Boyd, John Rushford, Rebecca 
Bradley and Natausha Horton (Cohen Law Group).  Mr. Boyd raised additional questions at tonight’s 
meeting and offered some suggested amendments.  Mr. Boyd’s questions will be submitted to Cohen 
Law Group for clarification. 
 
(100-16) MOVED CRINER-WELLS to authorize the advertisement of a public hearing to hear public 
comments on a proposed ordinance which would amend the zoning ordinance to add regulations for 
tower based and non-tower based wireless communications facilities.  
 
(101-16) MOVED BOYD-CRINER to authorize Officer Schlanger and Officer Brokaw to attend the National 
Child Passenger Safety Certification program being held at the Penn Township EMS on October 6-7th and 
13-14th from 8:00 AM until 5:00 PM at a cost of $85.00 per officer. 
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Motions 100-16 to 101-16 inclusive were adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Capital Improvement Planning: 
 
The Board continued to explore the creation of a committee who would be charged with creating and 
implementing a Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for the Township.  At this point, next steps include 
obtaining an updated appraisal of fixed assets and creating a policy to govern the establishment and 
activities of CIP Committee. 
 
Mrs. Bradley contacted Industrial Appraisal Company to obtain an estimate of the cost to update the 
existing appraisal and will provide that information when available.  The Township may also use 
inventories created for insurance purposes.  What is important is the establishment of the threshold 
that “creates” a capital asset.  If it is decided that capital assets are assets valued at $10,000 and over, 
then an inventory would not necessarily include smaller ticket items (such as computers, snow blowers, 
etc).  Additional information will be provided as it becomes available. 
 
The Board must establish a policy that, at a minimum, takes into consideration the following points, 
which were outlined on a handout from the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) website 
entitled “Capital Planning Policies:” 

 Who are the stakeholders and how will they collaborate to ensure that the plan meets the 
needs of the Township? 

 What constitutes a Capital Improvement? 

 Who will be on the review committee? 

 What is the role of the public? 

 How will decisions be made?  What is the process for prioritizing need and allocating resources? 

 How will reserves be accumulated to fund projects? 

 How can we link funding strategies to useful life of assets? 

 How many years will the CIP cover? 

 How will the CIP be monitored? 
 
Mrs. Bradley will also contact DCED to seek technical assistance in the establishment of the committee. 
 
MS4 Compliance Inspection Report: 
 
John Murphy of DEP conducted a compliance inspection of the Township’s MS4 Program on March 22nd.  
Mrs. Bradley received his report today and shared it with the Board.  Overall, the Township did well.  
According to the report, Wilkins had a majority of the requested documentation and is actively 
implementing MCM’s and BMP’s.  The Township needs to do a better job with recording what is being 
done.  There were no violations noted.  Two inspections were performed of private detention facilities – 
Vineseian Place and Hawthorne Drive.  The pond on Vineseian is well maintained and there are no 
issues.  The facility on Hawthorne is overgrown with trees which may compromise the structure.  The 
Township will be required to inspect all retention facilities annually and must require the private holders 
of those facilities to maintain them.  The Township will continue to implement the MS4 program as 
required by DEP. 
 
New Business: 
 
Region Wide Source Reduction Study: 
 
Mr. Arnold spoke with the Board about a meeting that he attended last week which was hosted by 
PWSA.  The purpose of the meeting was to explore whether or not the 83 ALCOSAN communities, 
working in concert with DEP and ALCOSAN could fund 14 demonstration projects (2 in each basin) 
instead of each municipality funding their own.  Letters of support are due by April 22nd.  The concept 
has not yet been approved by DEP.  Further information will be submitted to the Board prior to the next 
meeting. 
 
Healthy Housing Market Analysis Training Sessions: 
 
Wilkins Township was chosen to participate in an analysis by the Tri-COG Collaborative.  Data gathering 
was performed last summer and there are now draft reports of the analysis of the housing market in 
Wilkins available.  These reports will be used in two training sessions, the first of which will be this  
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Thursday, March 31st from 5:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Mrs. Bradley and Mr. Hill will attend.  The next 
session will be held on April 27th.  Both sessions will be at the Steel Valley COG in Homestead. 
 
Proposed amendment to Solid Waste Ordinance: 
 
Mr. Hill and Mrs. Bradley recommended that the Board of Commissioners consider an amendment to 
the Solid Waste Ordinance that would require residents to place refuse in approved containers with lids 
at curbside for pickup.  The Board generally does not support this concept due to the large number of 
senior residents in the community. 
 
Recommendation to adopt the 2015 International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC): 
 
Mr. Hill recommended that the Board consider adopting the 2015 IPMC to replace the 2009 IPMC 
currently being enforced.  Mr. Rushford will prepare the ordinance for public hearing at the end of April. 
 
Commissioners’ Comments: 
 
Mrs. Martinelli requested that the Board consider moving the June Board meeting from June 13th to 
June 20th.  
 
(102-16) MOVED BOYD-CRINER to authorize the change in the date of the regularly scheduled meeting 
of the Board of Commissioners from June 13, 2016 to June 20, 2016 and authorizing the Manager to 
advertise the change.  The motion was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mr. Boyd requested that Mrs. Martinelli and Mrs. Criner speak with other local elected officials at ALOM 
next week about the detriments of the proposed construction of the Mon-Fayette Expressway through 
the valley.  He also stated that he would like send a letter to municipalities neighboring Wilkins to 
express opposition to the project and garner support. 
 
Mr. Wells questioned Mr. Rushford further on the proposal from PWSA regarding regionalizing the 
effort for demonstration projects. 
 
Mrs. Martinelli stated that she has a meeting tomorrow night at the Administration Office of Woodland 
Hills School District to continue the conversation about placing banners on light poles.  On Thursday, 
Buffalo Wild Wings will sponsor a Monroeville Chamber of Commerce after hours event that she, Mrs. 
Criner and Mr. Costa will be attending. 
 
(103-16) MOVED BOYD- CRINER to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.  The motion was 
adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rebecca Bradley 
Secretary 

 


