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Introducing Our New
Chief of Police

he Wilkins Township Board of

Commissioners is proud to announce
the appointment of Harry J. Fruecht as
Wilkins Township Chief of Police. Chief
Fruecht holds a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Administration of Justice from
Penn State University. The Chief also
attended the 145th Session of the FBI
National Academy, a ten week course
of study for police officers that provides
instruction in intelligence, terrorism,
management, law, communications
and forensic science to advance the
administration of justice in police
departments. Chief Fruecht previously
served as the Chief of Police for
Peters Township, Washington County
(1988-2016).

The Chief and his wife, Christina, are
the proud parents of two daughters,
one an attorney in Texas and the other
a Sergeant for a police department

in Virginia. The Fruechts are also
grandparents to four grandsons and
one granddaughter.

We hope that you have an opportunity
to stop by and meet Chief Fruecht!
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A Well-Deserved Rest

uth Fecko was appointed as a crossing guard on October 14, 1963. From then until

now, when school was in session, Ruth could be found at her crossing guard post
on Briaridge and Brown Avenue. For 57 years, Ruth shepherded generations of children
to and from school. The Board of Commissioners recently received Ruth'’s notice of
retirement. The Board thanks Ruth for her many, many hours of service, dedication and
love for the children of our community. We wish her and her family restful peace, loving
family adventures and continued health in the coming years. School's out!

Clean Star Award E—

he Wilkins Township Board of
Commissioners is pleased to announce that
Sam Manganello accepted the ALCOSAN Clean
Water Star Award on behalf of the Ridgewood
Manor volunteers who, twice each year,
pick up trash and litter from the picturesque
Louegeay Road roadside and stream in
Wilkins Township. Sam not only coordinates
with Township staff for the delivery of bags,
gloves and vests but he also coordinates
with the Association to ensure that volunteer
turnout for the Spring and Fall cleanup
events are well manned. Congratulations to
the Ridgewood Manor Association! Thank
you for your continued commitment to the
beauty of our community!
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SAVE-THE-DATES

Township Event — All Are Welcome

Other than the 5K, all events will be held
at: Wilkins Township Municipal Complex
110 Peffer Road
Turtle Creek, PA 15145

5K Run/1.5 M Walk
Saturday, June 27, 2020

Wilkins Primary School
362 Churchill Road

Registration begins at 7 a.m.
Race begins at 8 a.m. all ages welcome

Pre-register at www.runsignup.com

Food and Brews Night

Saturday, August 22, 2020

6-9:30 p.m.

Food, beer trucks and children’s activities
Live music from 7-9:30 p.m.

Fireworks begin at 9:30 p.m.

Bring a lawn chair. Sorry no pets or
coolers permitted.

Admission is free to all events, suggested
donation of a canned good or non-
perishable item for Turtle Creek food bank
is greatly appreciated. Thank you for

your support!

Yard Waste Dropoff

During the month of April there will

be a Yard Waste drop off container
behind the Public Works Garage at the
Municipal Building. Residents can bring
and dispose of yard waste materials

as follows.

Acceptable Items

e Garden and Plant Debris

e | eaves

e Shrubs

e Tree Limbs Diameter of 4" or less

Non-Acceptable Items

e Grass Clippings

e Logs

e \Whole Trees

¢ Building Materials of any Type

Rules & Restrictions

¢ No Plastic Bags
e Paper Recycling Bags are OK
e Remove Dirt from Root Balls

Grass Clipping Composting

Again this year there will be a posted area
at the Township Leaf Compost Site at
Linhart Park where residents can drop off
grass clippings and mix with equal parts
of Leaf Compost (a shovel is provided).

Leaf compost is always available to
residents and is free of charge.

Sewer Cleaning and Inspection

Although the bulk of the sewer cleaning
and video inspecting is finished,
Township Workers will be around doing
maintenance, follow up inspections and
repairs as needed. Workers do carry
identification and are required to show it

if asked. During the course of the sewer
work we are still finding manholes in yards
that have been covered over by property
owners. This practice is not permitted.
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You should be aware that when these
are found they will be uncovered and/
or raised to the existing grade. Should
someone want to enter your home
using the pretext of working for
the Township, you should notify
911 immediately.

We are finding a number of sanitary
sewer problems due to the use of sanitary
wipes. These products do not break
down in the sewer system and they can
and do cause blockages and backups

in your sewer lines, the township main
lines as well as the wastewater treatment
plant. Please dispose of these items in a
waste can and do not flush in the toilet.

Please do not dump any type of fuel,
pesticides, or any other contaminants into
our storm sewer drains. The drains are
meant for rain water only as they empty
into our streams and rivers.

SUMMER HELP WANTED

At this time there are a few positions
open for seasonal help this upcoming
summer with the Public Works
Department. Eligible candidates would
be Students who have graduated high
school and will be starting college or
who are currently attending college.

Duties would include the following:

e Park Maintenance

¢ Road Maintenance

e Cutting Roadside Weeds and Brush
e Line Painting

e Sewer Maintenance

e Storm Cleanup

Interested Individuals can download
an application for employment at
www.wilkinstownship.com

» DOCUMENTS » FORMS »
WILKINS TOWNSHIP EMPLOYMENT
APPLICATION or stop by the office.



Do You Know Someone on the

AUTISW SPESTRUM?

y name is Michelle Middlemiss and

I've lived in Wilkins Township since
1990. | am a self advocate for Autism
and an adult on the Autism Spectrum.
Last February, my project which | named
“My Safety, My Rights" was among the
six chosen for a nationwide fellowship
from SARTAC.(Self Advocacy Resource/
Technical Assistance Center) My project
involves helping those on the Spectrum
be aware of their rights and Autism
awareness and training for the Police.

Last summer | worked with Sergeant
Lamb of the Wilkins Twp. Police, with in-
depth discussions about what Autism is;
how to recognize someone on the Autism
Spectrum and most importantly how they
may interact with the Police. | explained
to him what it is like when | hear a police
siren; see lights flashing; or how | would
react if confronted by someone in a
uniform looking stern. The police siren
seems not only deafening to us, but stirs
up our senses. With some of us it may
cause us to stem which involves different
behaviors in all of us.

In May | asked the Police to complete
surveys, asking what they knew about
Autism and found that not enough was
known. They welcomed training. | found
that most Police respond the same way
as our Police.

In October along with Brian and my
friend Dan (also on the Spectrum)...

we gave a three hour Autism training to
the Police. The Wilkins Township Police
along with the Police Secretary attended,
for which | was very grateful. The new
Police chief introduced himself and
offered community help if needed. After a
slideshow presentation we had an open
forum which brought questions from

the Police and they offered some great
ideas. | followed up with a Post Training
survey to find that their understanding of
Autism had improved. This fall, | will be
presenting my project and the findings
at the SABE National Conference in
Denver, Colorado.

Please watch a 15 minute informative
Autism documentary online which |
appear in called “The Rainman Effect,”
at www.vimeo.com/255313642. For
questions about Autism e-mail me at
mycatthalia@yahoo.com.

Please visit Spectro Dolce on Route 22,
Monroeville, where | am now employed!
We have tasty treats and the employees
are on the Autism Spectrum!

www.wilkinstownship.com

Civil Service Board

' Vacancies

he Board of Commissioners seeks

residents interested in serving on
the Civil Service Board. Two seats are
available. Interested residents may
apply by submitting correspondence
indicating their interest to the
Township Manager, Rebecca Vargo
by mail to 110 Peffer Road,
Turtle Creek, PA 15145, or by e-mail
to rvargo@wilkinstownship.com.

Following is a brief summary of the
position.

Members of the Civil Service Board
serve terms of six years. This volunteer
position is responsible for hiring,
promoting and discharging police
officers. Interested residents may not
hold an elected or appointed office
with the Federal, State or any political
subdivision of the Commonwealth.
Residents with experience or education
in the fields of human resource
management and law enforcement

are encouraged to apply.

Michelle with her host Brian at the Police
Training



Century Club

f you're thinking you have to be a

century old to join the club, nothing
could be further from the truth! We
welcome new members, young, old
and in between. The Century Club
brings women together for friendship
while supporting various programs that
function to enhance the quality of life
for individuals.

At our end of the year meeting in May,
the membership approves the distribution
of remaining club funds to various
organizations. The following are some

of the programs that were supported

last year.

e Donation of calendars to individuals
in Veterans Homes

e Cash donations monthly to the Turtle
Creek area food bank

e Cash donation to Meals for Friends

e Clothing donation to Braddock
Free Store

e Coat donation to Woman'’s program

e Cash donation to the state woman’s
club project to purchase and train
service dogs for veterans

The club meets the second Tuesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at the Community
Center. Some of our upcoming 2020
events include:

April 19 - Annual spaghetti dinner
April 25 - Clean-up Wilkins Day
April 28 - Election Day bake sale

We would be very grateful if you would
consider supporting our spring events.
We welcome anyone who would like to
help with the Clean-up day. We start at
9 a.m. at the Community Center with a
light breakfast. See you then!

Uniquely Qualified

This past year was notable for us as

we responded to 440 alarms, the

most in a single year in our over 100
years of service to the community. Our
volunteers invested almost 9,500 hours
in company related activities, with over
3,500 of those hours specifically devoted
to training. But something even more
significant occurred. In Pennsylvania, the
Office of the State Fire Commissioner

is responsible for the establishment

of firefighter training and certification
standards that “identify those emergency
personnel whose accomplishments in
training and education meet or exceed
nationally recognized standards.”

They offer a program of certification

in specialized areas of the fire and
rescue service. In Allegheny County, 43
departments participate in the program
but only a few have been awarded 100
percent certification by the state. We

are one of them. What makes us unique
is that we are the only totally volunteer
department to achieve this recognition.
Truly a group of Professional Volunteers.

www.wilkinstownship.com

FIRE RESCUE

Fund Drive

Our annual fund drive is under way and
your past support has made it possible
for us to achieve this type of recognition.
It has also allowed us to purchase

much needed equipment and protective
gear for our volunteers. Your continued
support will allow us to maintain this high
level of professional response whenever
you should need us. We are grateful for
your support and hope you will join us
as we continue to move forward.

CPR and First Aid Classes

Do you belong to a group interested in
obtaining professional CPR and First Aid
training? Our certified trainers can work
with you to arrange a class. Please e-mail
us at cpr@wilkinstwp302.org indicating
your interest and we will get in touch with
you to schedule a class.

Children’s Birthday Party

Would you like to have a fire truck stop by
your child’s or grandchild’s birthday party
and make them Fire Chief for the day?
Please contact Gerry Meyer at
412-596-4472 for more information.



In 2019 Our Company responded to 276 calls in our Township
and the surrounding communities. In 2018 we responded to 333
calls some were structure fires, flooding, carbon monoxide, auto
accidents, evacuations of buildings and any other emergencies
that you can think of. Visit our website for more information at
http://wilkinstwp303.com/.

Mark your calendars!

Lenten Fish fry starts on Friday, February 28 and every
Friday thru April 10.

Don’t forget when you are out shoveling snow help us out
in case of an emergency and clean the snow around the
fire hydrants that may be on or near your property.

Just a reminder!

United Way Contributions
can be directed to YOUR Fire
Company just click on to
http://www.unitedwaypittsburgh.org/. Our agency
code is 2613.

We would like to thank all of our friends and neighbors who
supported in 2019 and look for your continued support in 2020.

We are in the EXTREME need of Firefighters. Can you
help? Volunteer Today!

Please consider joining the fire department as a firefighter!
We pay all expenses including gear and training. Remember
Wilkins Township is 100 percent volunteer! Check out
our website at http://wilkinstwp303.com/.

Banquet Hall

Our Banquet Hall is currently NOT available for rentals. We
are seeking a Caterer that will manage the hall for us. Anyone
interested please notify us.

In 2019, Wilkins #4 Fire Company had
189 calls, our second highest amount of
calls ever.

Wilkins #4 (Eastmont) and Wilkins #1
(Railroad St.) are still in the process of
legally merging. This means that there will
be two fire companies in the township,
Wilkins #1 and Wilkins #3 (Powell

Street). Wilkins #4 would like to thank
those who have supported us over the
past 65+ years of our existence. The

www.wilkinstownship.com

biggest reason for this merger is that
volunteerism throughout Pennsylvania
is dwindling at alarming rates. This has
hit us hard, not being able to recruit and
retain our volunteer membership. Our
many pleas for new members have not
worked in our favor. We have some of
the best equipment, gear and trucks,
but without the volunteers to respond
to emergencies, we are not able to
survive. Please support us throughout

Do you shop on line?

Amazon gives back to our Fire Company. Amazon donates
0.5 percent of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases

to the charitable organization
amazonsile

of your choice. AmazonSmile
il is the same Amazon you know.
You shop. Amazon gives.

Same products, same prices,
same service. Support your
Wilkins Township Station #3083 by starting your shopping at
smile.amazon.com.

Thanks to our volunteers!

In this New Year we would like to thank all of our Volunteers

for their years of dedication to our Fire company as well as ALL
Volunteer fire companies! We are especially grateful to three of
our members for their service to our Fire Company. All three of
these folks are in their Nineties!

Louis aka: Hank Maroda and David Shafer joined Wilkins # 3
in 1948!

In June of this year they will be celebrating 72 years of service to
our Company and Community! Both of these men have served
in various positions and boards throughout the years and are still
active in the fire company today!

Helen Cloonan is also in her Nineties! She joined our company
in 1984,

Helen started our Ladies Auxiliary and continues to be a Big part
of our bake sales during Fish and Spaghetti dinners. Once again
thanks to all of the Volunteers that keep the fire service a big part
of our Community!

this process and keep supporting the two
remaining fire companies in the future.

Always remember to keep the batteries

in your smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors current by replacing them twice
a year, every time we change our clocks.
These detectors can save lives!

Please support YOUR fire department
through our fund drives.
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ch lerary Events: January-May, 2020

For a complete listing of upcoming programs and events, visit
www.ccmellorlibrary.org. Online program registration is at
ccmellorlibrary.eventbrite.com.

For adult programming, contact Megan Zagorski at
zagorskim@einetwork.net.

For children’s programming, contact Erin Tobiasz at
tobiasze2@einetwork.net.

2020 BOOK SALE: MARCH 6-10

C.C. Mellor Memorial Library’s annual book sale promises to be
bigger and better than ever! Readers of all ages and interests
will find plenty to choose from among the thousands of books,
movies, audiobooks, music CDs, and more. Everything is at
bargain prices!

The weekend will kick off with a preview party for area residents
and their guests on Friday, March 6 at 6 p.m., hosted by the
library’s community groups. This is a great time to join your
friends and neighbors in browsing and purchasing books in a
relaxed atmosphere with plenty of food, drink and conversation.
The cost per person is $25 at the door. Dealers and scanners
are welcome at the preview party.

Friday, March 6 (Preview Party)
Saturday, March 7

Sunday, March 8

Monday, March 9 (Bag Sale)
Tuesday, March 10 (Bag Sale)

6-9p.m.

9a.m. -4 p.m.
9 a.m. -4 p.m.
9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

9 a.m. - Noon

Local Author Gollection

Calling all authors! Are you an author, or do you know one
who lives or works in our community?

C.C. Mellor Memorial Library is creating a local author collection!
We think that our community will be amazed by the number of
talented neighbors they have, and what better way to do it than
by highlighting them at the community library?

We want works by all authors (fiction, non-fiction, and poetry,
you name it) that live and work in the municipalities that we
serve (Edgewood, Forest Hills, Braddock Hills, Wilkins Township,
Churchill, Regent Square).

For information, e-mail Erin Pierce at piercee@einetwork.net.

Adult Programs

Parents in the Know: Internet Safety

CCM Edgewood, February 22 at 11 a.m.
CCM Forest Hills, March 11 at 2 p.m.

In today's age, it is almost impossible to separate being a child
with social media and the internet. With the many benefits that
connection to the larger world has, it also comes with many
dangers. The internet is filled with people who use its anonymity
to groom and violate your children’s boundaries. Pittsburgh
Action Against Rape (PAAR) believes that a proactive approach
is important if you want to keep your children safe. This training
will help participants identify some problematic areas of the
internet, as well as build skills in engaging in conversations with
their children about the internet. It is designed to develop and
identify tools to help reduce the risk of the potential dangers

of the internet.

Please register online for this program at
ccmellorlibrary.eventbrite.com.

CLEAN UP
o WILKINS ¢ ol —

oin

us on
Saturday,
April 25
for our annual
clean up Wilkins day.
All are welcome to meet us at 9 a.m. at the Community
Center for a quick breakfast before we go off to various
areas of the township to clean. At noon we will meet back
at the Community Center for a pizza lunch and prizes.

The Elks help out by cleaning up Brown Avenue and our
police and fire departments help to keep the volunteers safe.

Vests, gloves, water and bags will be provided.

Please consider joining us as we have a fun time keeping
Wilkins Township streets beautiful.

6 www.wilkinstownship.com
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pring is just around the corner and that means the start of

baseball and softball season. Things will look a little different
in the community this year as the Wilkins, Chalfant and Forest
Hills/Churchill leagues have made the decision to merge and
create the Woodland Hills Youth Baseball Association (WHYBA).
The new association has been created to give our kids a chance
to play locally longer and have more opportunities as they move
up the ranks. It will also offer young girls an option for softball,
which has not been offered in the community for many years.

The program is accepting boys and girls, ages 4-15+, who

live anywhere in the Woodland Hills School District. We are
currently offering an open gym for winter conditioning at Wilkins
Elementary, on Saturdays. We have 8 and under scheduled
9-10:30 a.m. and 9-12yo from 10:30 a.m.-noon.

If you are interested in registration, or have questions, you can
visit us at www.wh-yba.com/ OR come to an open gym on
Saturday mornings for in-person registration.

..............................................................

ALCOSAN’S Clean Water Assistance Fund

he Allegheny County Sanitary Authority has created the
| Clean Water Assistance Fund to help families pay their
sewage treatment bills. The program is administered by
Dollar Energy Fund.

The Clean Water Assistance Fund is available to ALCOSAN
service area homeowners who meet family income limits set
by the federal government.

Household Size  Monthly Income Annual Income

1 $1,561 $18,735
2 $2,114 $25,365
3 $2,666 $31,995
4 $3,219 $38,625
5 $3,771 $45,255
6 $4,324 $51,885
7 $4,876 $58,515
8 $5,428 $65,145

For households with more than eight members, add $552.50
per month or $6,630 per year for each person.

*Guidelines are updated each February by the federal
government

The grant from ALCOSAN's Clean Water Assistance Fund is $32
every three months. The credit will be applied to your account
by Wilkinsburg Penn Joint Water Authority. The credit will
automatically appear every three months, even though you

are billed monthly.

For more information on how to apply please visit
dollarenergy.org or call Dollar Energy Fund at 1-888-282-6816.
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S8 Wilkins Residents...Savvy
Citizen®is now available!

Wilkins Township would like to introduce Savvy Citizen. Savvy Citizen is
a free notification system for Apple and Android users that will enable the | +
township to send information about important township news and events
directly to residents’ mobile devices. Residents may access Savvy Citizen Did You Know? +
by downloading the smartphone app or visiting the website below.

When you’re washing your car
i fo in the driveway, you're not just
Formore info: washing your car in the driveway.

GETITON 7 Download on the SaWVCitizenApp,com
P‘ GooglePlay | @ App Store Many residents don't associate their

Registerand become a savvy citizen! vehicle washing activities with local

water quality and may be unaware that
the discharges that enter storm drains
are not treated before being discharged
into local waters. Outdoor car washing
has the potential to result in soap, scum,
\ and oily grit in water flowing down

the street and into the storm drain. To
reduce the impact, where possible,
wash your car on gravel, grass, or
other permeable surfaces.

Meals For Friends

"FARMER’S )

HOGGIE SaLe

MEALS FOR FRIENDS is holding a hoagie sale on
Thursday, February 20. The 10 inch Italian hoagies, from
Triangle Bar, will be sold for $7 and include a bag of chips.

The Recreation Advisory Board will once again
Lutheran Church, 1229 Jefferson Heights Road, host our annual Farmers Market every Wednesday

The hoagies can be picked up from Emmanuel

evening, rain or shine, from 4 to 6 p.m. beginning
June 24 through October 28.

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. or from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

To order, call 412-824-2400 or e-malil

mealsforfriendswilkinsS@gmaiI.com. The location will be within the Penn Center

Complex; the exact location is yet to be

MEALS FOR FRIENDS, which provides freshly prepared, determined! Please come out to shop for
home delivered meals to senior or disabled members of fresh produce and other goodies!
Wilkins Township or surrounding communities, is still looking . o .
for volunteers to help prepare or deliver meals. If interested If you have any questions or would like information
in volunteering or receiving meals, please call 412-824-2400 on being a vendor, please contact Rich Voeltzel at

or e-mail mealsforfriendswilkins3@gmail.com. / k 412-853-8922. We hope to see you there! j

.. www.wilkinstownship.com ;3 I ? A 9



Summer Series Event.

Setup will be at 4:30 p.m. in the auditorium of the Municipal Building.

If you are interested in participating please fill out the attached registration form,
including any questions you may have. Please mail completed form to:

Wilkins Township, 110 Peffer Road, Turtle Creek, PA 15145
Please share this information and form with any artist or hobbyist you may know.

Registration Form: August 22 Artwork Display Deadline: August 3

he Wilkins Township Recreation Advisory Board is looking for Artists/Hobbyists
that are interested in displaying and/or selling their artwork at our August 22

Name

Artwork Type

E-mail

Phone Number

Questions (or e-mail joyvoeltzel@yahoo.com)

WILKINS TOWNSHIP

Sunumer

Lunch
fVO@V‘QWL

Linhart Park — James Street
Lions Park — Miller Street
Eastmont Park — Frazier Drive

June 8 - August 14
Monday — Friday
9am.-1pm.

All Wilkins Township Children
(up to age 18)

www.wilkinstownship.com

Every summer, the Township sponsors a
summer program at our three community
parks. Children will be supervised by
a Township employee and will have an
opportunity to play and make crafts each
day. Lunch is provided each day of the
ten week program at no cost. The lunch
program is sponsored by the Greater
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank.

If you or someone you know is
interested in becoming a park
monitor please contact the Municipal
Office at 412-824-6650 x10.
Monitors must be at least 18 years
of age and a resident of
Wilkins Township.
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Wilkins Township
Recreation Advisory Board

110 Peffer Road
Turtle Creek, PA 15145

Joy Voeltzel, President
Simone Tanz, Vice President
Janice McMahon, Secretary
Beth Humberston, Treasurer
Melissa Brinza

Alyce Katsur

Simone Tanz

Richard Voeltzel

Check out our website at:
www.wilkinstownship.com

Brunch with the Bunny!

Once again Peter Cottontail will be visiting the children of Wilkins Township. He plans on
hopping in on Saturday, March 28 at 11 a.m. at the Community Center, located behind
the Municipal Building. Besides eating brunch and getting pictures taken with the bunny we
have other fun activities planned. Please mark your calendars and be ready to have a good
time! The event is free to all residents’ children and two adults. We hope to see you there!

Family Name Phone Number

Address

Child's Name/Age/M or F

Child's Name/Age/M or F

Child's Name/Age/M or F

Child's Name/Age/M or F

Adults 10 and over attending

E-mail address

To receive the Township planned events via e-mail, please include your e-mail address.

www.wilkinstownship.com
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Please return reservation form to:

Irene J. Pohl Municipal Building
110 Peffer Road, Turtle Creek, PA 15145
Attn: Recreational Advisory Board

The Deadline for reservations
is Friday, March 20, 2020.

THERE WILL BE NO REGISTRATION
FORMS ACCEPTED AFTER

THE DEADLINE. PLEASE

INCLUDE PHONE NUMBER FOR
CANCELLATION.

Please note: Only 2 adults per family may
attend due to capacity of building. If you
have any questions please feel free to call
Joy Voeltzel of the Recreation Advisory
Board at 412-824-4523 or via e-mail at
joyvoeltzel@yahoo.com. Doors open
at 11a.m., Sorry no early entry.



